
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Following the announcement from the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales the 
celebration of public Mass and liturgies will cease on 
Friday 20th March 2020. In the recent letter issued on 18th 
March 2020, Cardinal Vincent Nicholas and Archbishop 
Malcom McMahon said: ‘Our churches will remain open. 
They are not closing. They will be a focal point of prayer, 
where you will find solace and strength. In visiting our 
churches at this time, we will observe with great care the 
practices of hygiene and the guidance on social distancing. 
We want everyone to understand that in these emergency 
circumstances, and for as long as they last, the obligation to 
attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days is removed. This 
is, without doubt, the teaching of the Church (Catechism of 
the Catholic Church §2181). This pandemic is the ‘serious 
reason’ why this obligation does not apply at this time.’ 
 

St Dunstan’s will remain open daily from 9.00am until 
6.30pm for private prayer. St Jude’s will be open on 
Sundays from 10am until 12 noon.  
 

During this week, Holy Mass will be offered for: 
Katsvairo family (Ints); Tompkins family (RIP), Dermot and 
Julia Murphy (Anni); Edward Walsh (RIP); Tracey and 
Gordon Johnson; Mary Monteith (Sp Ints); Pat and Pat 
Nolan (Sp Ints); Kamsi Picton; Shelia Muddyman; Des 
O’Leary; Deceased of O’Neill family; Des Sheridan (1st 
Anni); Ossie Gaynor (RIP); John Regan (RIP); Cathy Sobhi 
(Ints); Bobby Rebeiro (Ints); Rosemarie Lloyd (RIP); Sonny 
Nash (RIP); Ryan family (Ints), Ellen Fennessy (RIP); Sean 
Mckenna (RIP) and Gerard Joyce (RIP).  
 

Masses will be offered privately each day by the priests, and 
all intentions which have been previously booked will be 
honoured and fulfilled.  
 

Please remember in your prayers the recently departed: 
Anthony Creasy, Anne Brennan, Fr Jim McGloin, Fr Bob 
Wright, Olga Faye, Gerry Ryan, Tom Reidy, Canon Peter 
Taylor, Christopher Clarke, Vivienne Timmins, and for those 
who mourn their loss . 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take place on 
Saturday’s from 11am – 6pm and on Sunday’s from 10am – 
6pm. 
 

Let us pray for one another at this time: that through the 
prayers we offer both privately and individually, we may 
soon be united once more together around the altar of God. 
Our Lady, Help of Christians: pray for us.  
 

For the foreseeable future please note that all our parish 
groups are cancelled.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Mass will be available via the parish website and 
Social media pages from 12noon every Sunday.  
 

If you need to speak to the either one of the priests or the 
Parish Administrator, it is encouraged to do so via a phone 
call or email. Similarly, if you should require a priest in an 
emergency, please do not hesitate to call the Presbytery. 
 

Weekly offerings will still be gratefully received during this 
time. Each Sunday, at both churches, there will be a basket 
by the altar for people to place their offerings. Alternatively, 
your offerings can by handed in via the St Dunstan’s 
Presbytery letterbox. Please ensure that offerings are 
handed in using a sealed envelope, either the usual Gift Aid 
ones or a plain envelope and clearly marked whether for St 
Dunstan’s or St Jude’s. Please do not push loose change 
through the letterbox. There are also other ways of giving 
available on our parish website.  
 

This Sunday, Churches Together in England are calling us 
to a National Day of Prayer and Action. At 7.00pm, light a 
candle in the windows of your homes as a visible symbol of 
the light of life, Jesus Christ, our source and hope in prayer. 
 

Alongside your prayers, take the opportunity to telephone 
or email someone who is isolated, buy some additional food 
for your local foodbank, or offer to deliver shopping for an 
elderly neighbour. We may not be able to touch physically, 
but we can make connections in so many other ways. 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion: My Jesus, I believe that 
You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You 
above all things, and I desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen.  
 

Prayer to our Guardian Angel, for when we cannot 
attend Holy Mass: O holy Angel at my side, go to Church 
for me, kneel in my place, at Holy Mass, where I desire to 
be. At Offertory, in my stead, take all I am and own, and 
place it as a sacrifice upon the Altar Throne. At Holy 
Consecration’s bell, adore with Seraph’s love, my Jesus 
hidden in the Host, come down from Heaven above. Then 
pray for those I dearly love, and those who cause me grief, 
that Jesus’ Blood may cleanse all hearts, and suffering souls 
relieve. And when the priest Communion takes, oh, bring my 
Lord to me, that His sweet Heart may rest on mine, and I His 
temple be. Pray that this Sacrifice Divine, may mankind’s 
sins efface; then bring me Jesus’ blessing home, the pledge 
of every grace. Amen. 
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FIRST READING                  1 Samuel 16:1,6-7,10-13 
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. I am 
sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen 
myself a king among his sons.’ When Samuel arrived, he 
caught sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s 
anointed stands there before him,’ but the Lord said to 
Samuel, ‘Take no notice of his appearance or his height, for 
I have rejected him: God does not see as man sees: man 
looks at appearances but the Lord looks at the heart.’ Jesse 
presented his seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to 
Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.’ He then asked 
Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ He answered, 
‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is out looking after 
the sheep.’ Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we 
will not sit down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse had him sent 
for, a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant 
bearing. The Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the 
one.’ At this, Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him 
where he stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord 
seized on David and stayed with him from that day on. 
 

SECOND READING                Ephesians 5:8-14 
You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; 
be like children of light, for the effects of the light are seen 
in complete goodness and right living and truth. Try to 
discover what the Lord wants of you, having nothing to do 
with the futile works of darkness but exposing them by 
contrast. The things which are done in secret are things that 
people are ashamed even to speak of; but anything exposed 
by the light will be illuminated and anything illuminated turns 
into light. That is why it is said: Wake up from your sleep, 
rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.  
 

GOSPEL READING                                     John 9:1-41 
As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind 
from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, for him to have been born blind?’ 
‘Neither he nor his parents sinned,’ Jesus answered ‘he was 
born blind so that the works of God might be displayed in 
him. ‘As long as the day lasts, I must carry out the work of 
the one who sent me; the night will soon be here when no 
one can work. As long as I am in the world I am the light of 
the world.’ Having said this, he spat on the ground, made a 
paste with the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man, 
and said to him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name 
that means ‘sent’). So the blind man went off and washed 
himself, and came away with his sight restored. His 
neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging 
said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some 
said, ‘Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only 
looks like him.’ The man himself said, ‘I am the man.’ So 
they said to him, ‘Then how do your eyes come to be open?’ 
‘The man called Jesus’ he answered ‘made a paste, daubed 
my eyes with it and said to me, “Go and wash at Siloam”; so 
I went, and when I washed I could see.’ They asked, ‘Where 
is he?’ ‘I don’t know’ he answered: They brought the man 
who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath 
day when Jesus made the paste and opened the man’s 
eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come 
to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, 
and I can see.’ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man 
cannot be from God: he does not keep the sabbath.’ Others 
said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there 
was disagreement among them. So they spoke to the blind 
man again, ‘What have you to say about him yourself, now  
 

 
 
 
 
that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the 
man. However, the Jews would not believe that the man had 
been blind and had gained his sight, without first sending for 
his parents and asking them, ‘Is this man really your son 
who you say was born blind? If so, how is it that he is now 
able to see?’ His parents answered, ‘We know he is our son 
and we know he was born blind, but we do not know how it 
is that he can see now, or who opened his eyes. He is old 
enough: let him speak for himself.’ His parents spoke like 
this out of fear of the Jews, who had already agreed to expel 
from the synagogue anyone who should acknowledge 
Jesus as the Christ. This was why his parents said, ‘He is 
old enough; ask him.’ So the Jews again sent for the man 
and said to him, ‘Give glory to God! For our part, we know 
that this man is a sinner.’ The man answered, ‘I don’t know 
if he is a sinner; I only know that I was blind and now I can 
see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he 
open your eyes?’ He replied, ‘I have told you once and you 
wouldn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it all again? Do you 
want to become his disciples too?’ At this they hurled abuse 
at him: ‘You can be his disciple,’ they said ‘we are disciples 
of Moses: we know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this 
man, we do not know where he comes from.’ The man 
replied, ‘Now here is an astonishing thing! He has opened 
my eyes, and you don’t know where he comes from! We 
know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but God does listen 
to men who are devout and do his will. Ever since the world 
began it is unheard of for anyone to open the eyes of a man 
who was born blind; if this man were not from God, he 
couldn’t do a thing.’ ‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied 
‘and you a sinner through and through, since you were born!’ 
And they drove him away. Jesus heard they had driven him 
away, and when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell me 
who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are 
looking at him; he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, 
I believe’, and worshipped him. Jesus said: ‘It is for 
judgement that I have come into this world, so that those 
without sight may see and those with sight turn blind.’ 
Hearing this, some Pharisees who were present said to him, 
‘We are not blind, surely?’ Jesus replied: ‘Blind? If you were, 
you would not be guilty, but since you say, “We see,” your 
guilt remains.’ 
 

What St John Vianney said about Spiritual Communion: 
“If we are deprived of Sacramental Communion, let us 
replace it, as far as we can, by spiritual communion, which 
we can make every moment; for we ought to have always a 
burning desire to receive the good God. Communion is to 
the soul like blowing a fire that is beginning to go out, but 
that has still plenty of hot embers; we blow, and the fire 
burns again.”  
 

Pope Francis’ prayer to Our Lady during Coronavirus 
Pandemic: O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign 
of salvation and of hope. We entrust ourselves to you, 
Health of the Sick, who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, 
keeping your faith firm. You, the salvation of Your People, 
know what we need, and we are sure you will provide so 
that, as in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy and to 
feasting after this time of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine 
Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to do as we 
are told by Jesus, who has taken upon himself our sufferings 
and carried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to the 
joy of the resurrection. Amen. 
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