
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, President of the Catholic 
Bishops' Conference of England and Wales and the 
Archbishop of the Diocese of Westminster has sent us a 
message after the Prime Minister's historic announcement 
on Monday 23rd March strengthening restrictions in an 
attempt to combat the spread of COVID-19. The Cardinal 
stresses that we must all play our part to safeguard the NHS 
and to save 'precious lives'.  
 

"We're going to play our full part in it. That was the call of St. 
Paul that we ought to be good citizens and today we ought 
to be good citizens playing our part in the protection of the 
vulnerable, in our support for the NHS and in the preserving 
of human life, which is so precious to God in the face of this 
virus." Cardinal Nichols also points to the Sunday just gone 
to demonstrate the strength of the Catholic community's 
response and its commitment to keeping prayer and worship 
at the heart of a new pattern of life: 
 

"We're beginning to reflect on the experience of the 
streaming of the Celebration of Mass on Sunday and on 
yesterday's weekday. There are many, many encouraging 
signs. I've heard congregations being 10 times the normal 
size. I've heard families preparing together at home. 
Families have their own little children's liturgy during the 
reading of the Word ...So we have to deepen our prayer. We 
have to use the internet, and all the other things that we 
have, to encourage one another." 
 

During this week, Holy Mass will be offered for: Bobby 
Rebeiro (Ints); Rosemarie Lloyd (RIP); Sonny Nash (RIP); 
Ryan family (RIP), Ellen Fennessy (RIP); Sean McKenna 
(RIP), Gerard Joyce (RIP), Daniel Josbin, Denise Holmer 
and family, William Driver (Ann.), Jenny and Pierce Browne, 
Margaret Kelly (RIP), Patsy McGarrity, Carolyn 
Cunningham (RIP), Philomena Mulcahy, and Janet Bithell 
(RIP). 
 

Masses will be offered privately each day by the priests, and 
all intentions which have been previously booked will be 
honoured and fulfilled.  
 

The Rededication of England as Mary’s Dowry will take 
place on Sunday 29th March, the Sunday following the feast 
of the Annunciation. The original dedication of England to 
Mary was made by King Richard II in 1381 at Westminster 
Abbey. The 2020 rededication was due to be held 
simultaneously in the Walsingham shrine and in all churches 
and cathedrals in England, but given the current coronavirus 
pandemic it will now be an individual event taking place in 
homes up and down the country, and via live streaming. On 
Sunday 29th March, we will pray together The Rededication. 
This will take place throughout the country in our homes, 
uniting us in prayer. 
 

You will find copies of the prayers on our website. For more 
information visit about the rededication please visit 
https://www.walsingham.org.uk/event/dowry-rededication/ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

Please remember in your prayers the recently departed: 
Olga Faye, Gerry Ryan, Tom Reidy, Canon Peter Taylor, 
Christopher Clarke, Vivienne Timmins, Jackie Tonkinson, 
Betty Green and for those who mourn their loss.  
 

Let us pray for one another at this time: that through the 
prayers we offer both privately and individually, we may 
soon be united once more together around the altar of God. 
Our Lady, Help of Christians: pray for us.  
 

Sunday Mass, Feast Day Masses and Holy Hours will be 
available via the Parish website and Social media pages. 
We have been experiencing a few technical difficulties in 
this last week but we are getting there slowly!  
 

If you need to speak to either one of the priests or the 
Parish Administrator, it is encouraged to do so via a phone 
call or email. Similarly, if you should require a priest in an 
emergency, please do not hesitate to call the Presbytery. 
 

Weekly offerings will still be gratefully received during this 
time. Offerings can by handed in via the St Dunstan’s 
Presbytery letterbox. Please ensure that offerings are 
handed in using a sealed envelope, either the usual Gift Aid 
ones or a plain envelope and clearly marked whether for St 
Dunstan’s or St Jude’s. Please do not push loose change 
through the letterbox. There are also other ways of giving 
online via the Parish website.  
 

Alongside your prayers, take the opportunity to telephone 
or email someone who is isolated, buy some additional food 
for your local foodbank, or offer to deliver shopping for an 
elderly neighbour. We may not be able to touch physically, 
but we can make connections in so many other ways. 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion: My Jesus, I believe that 
You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You 
above all things, and I desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen.  
 

Prayer to our Guardian Angel, for when we cannot 
attend Holy Mass: O holy Angel at my side, go to Church 
for me, kneel in my place, at Holy Mass, where I desire to 
be. At Offertory, in my stead, take all I am and own, and 
place it as a sacrifice upon the Altar Throne. At Holy 
Consecration’s bell, adore with Seraph’s love, my Jesus 
hidden in the Host, come down from Heaven above. Then 
pray for those I dearly love, and those who cause me grief, 
that Jesus’ Blood may cleanse all hearts, and suffering souls 
relieve. And when the priest Communion takes, oh, bring my 
Lord to me, that His sweet Heart may rest on mine, and I His 
temple be. Pray that this Sacrifice Divine, may mankind’s 
sins efface; then bring me Jesus’ blessing home, the pledge 
of every grace. Amen. 
 
 
 

THE PARISH OF ST DUNSTAN AND ST JUDE 
Fifth Sunday of Lent               Sunday 29th March 

0121 444 1386                          www.stdunstanandstjude.co.uk 
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. Philip Harrop 
Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr. Simon Baker 
Deacon: Rev. Mr. David Fairbotham (07948379545) 

 

Email: saintdunstan@btinternet.com 
Facebook: St Dunstan and St Jude’s Parish 

Twitter: stdunstanandstjude 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
FIRST READING                              Ezekiel 37:12-14 
The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I 
mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead 
you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the 
Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your 
graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you 
will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you 
will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this – it is the 
Lord who speaks.  
 
SECOND READING                   Romans 8:8-11 
People who are interested only in unspiritual things can 
never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not 
in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God 
has made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed 
the Spirit of Christ you would not belong to him. Though your 
body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you 
then your spirit is life itself because you have been justified; 
and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is 
living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will 
give life to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in 
you. 
 
GOSPEL READING                                  John 11:1-45 
There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of 
Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and Martha, and he was 
ill. It was the same Mary, the sister of the sick man Lazarus, 
who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with 
her hair. The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the 
man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, 
‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, and 
through it the Son of God will be glorified.’ Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that 
Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two more days 
before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ The 
disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is not long since the Jews wanted 
to stone you; are you going back again?’ Jesus replied: ‘Are 
there not twelve hours in the day? A man can walk in the 
daytime without stumbling because he has the light of this 
world to see by; but if he walks at night he stumbles, 
because there is no light to guide him.’ He said that and then 
added, ‘Our friend Lazarus is resting, I am going to wake 
him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he is able to rest he 
is sure to get better.’ The phrase Jesus used referred to the 
death of Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant 
‘sleep’, so Jesus put it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and for your 
sake I am glad I was not there because now you will believe. 
But let us go to him.’ Then Thomas – known as the Twin – 
said to the other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die with him.’ 
On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb 
for four days already. Bethany is only about two miles from 
Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary 
to sympathise with them over their brother. When Martha 
heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary 
remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you 
had been here, my brother would not have died, but I know 
that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ 
‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, 
‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ 
Jesus said: ‘I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone 
believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come into this 
world.’ When she had said this, she went and called her 
sister Mary, saying in a low voice, ‘The Master is here and 
wants to see you.’ Hearing this, Mary got up quickly and 
went to him. Jesus had not yet come into the village; he was 
still at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews 
who were in the house sympathising with Mary saw her get 
up so quickly and go out, they followed her, thinking that she 
was going to the tomb to weep there. Mary went to Jesus, 
and as soon as she saw him she threw herself at his feet, 
saying, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.’ At the sight of her tears, and those of the Jews 
who followed her, Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh 
that came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ 
They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews 
said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But there were some 
who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could 
he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus 
reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the 
opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to 
him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus 
replied, ‘Have I not told you that if you believe you will see 
the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus 
lifted up his eyes and said: ‘Father, I thank you for hearing 
my prayer. I knew indeed that you always hear me, but I 
speak for the sake of all these who stand round me, so that 
they may believe it was you who sent me.’ When he had 
said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ 
The dead man came out, his feet and hands bound with 
bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ Many of the Jews who had 
come to visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in 
him. 
 
St Teresa of the Child Jesus, in her ‘Way of Perfection’ 
said “When you do not receive communion and you do not 
attend Mass, you can make a spiritual communion, which is 
a most beneficial practice; by it the love of God will be 
greatly impressed on you.” 
 
Pope Francis’ prayer to Our Lady during Coronavirus 
Pandemic: O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign 
of salvation and of hope. We entrust ourselves to you, 
Health of the Sick, who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, 
keeping your faith firm. You, the salvation of Your People, 
know what we need, and we are sure you will provide so 
that, as in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy and to 
feasting after this time of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine 
Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to do as we 
are told by Jesus, who has taken upon himself our sufferings 
and carried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to the 
joy of the resurrection. Amen. 
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