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Sat 21st       
 

5.30pm – 6.15pm Adoration  

Sun 22nd  SOLEMNITY OF 
CHRIST THE KING 

9.15am – 10.00am (St Jude’s) 

10.30-11.15am 

12noon -12.45pm 

6.30pm – 7.00pm 

Adoration  

Adoration 

Adoration  

Adoration 

Mon 23rd       Feria  9.30am – 10.00am Adoration 

Tues 24th       St Andrew Dung-Lac  10.00am – 10.30am (St Jude’s) Adoration 

  7.00pm – 7.30pm  Adoration 

Wed 25th  Feria 9.30am – 10.00am Adoration 

Thurs 26th            Feria 7.00pm – 7.30pm Adoration 

Fri 27th    Feria 9.30am – 10.00am 

7.00pm – 7.30pm 

Adoration 

Adoration 

Sat 28th      Feria  11.00am – 1.00pm Adoration 

  5.30pm – 6.15pm  Adoration 

Sun 29th      FIRST SUNDAY IN 
ADVENT 

9.15am – 10.00am (St Jude’s) 

10.30am – 1.00pm 

6.30pm – 7.00pm 

Adoration 

Adoration 

Adoration  

Masses will be offered privately each day by the priests, and all intentions which have been previously booked will 
be honoured.  
 
Daily Prayer themes for this month of prayer for the nation: Sunday -Family, friends and loved ones; Monday – 
schools colleges children and young people; Tuesday – the elderly, isolated and vulnerable; -Wednesday – 
Businesses, the work place and economic wellbeing; Thursday – NHS and other key workers; Friday – National and 
Local government; Saturday – all who are grieving, and all suffering with physical and mental ill-health. 
 
During this week, Masses will be offered for: Souls of Miller and Woodcock families, Peter McCaul, Violet and 
John Carney (RIP), Ina McGarrity (RIP), Joe Dolan (RIP 1st Anni.), Maureen Robinson (RIP), Souls of Connolly and 
Naughton families, Kathleen Bowyer (RIP), Tim Crowley (RIP), Bernadette Andrews (Ints.), Shamus Foley (RIP), M. 
Woodcock (Ints.), Thomas Leydon (RIP Anni.), Nuala and Ray Bielby, Colleen Ensor (RIP), Maureen Mone, Patrick 
and Johanna Browne (RIP), Mary Nolan (RIP), John Doyle (RIP). 
  

 
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. Philip Harrop 
Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr. John Waters 
Deacon: Rev. Mr. David Fairbotham  
Pastoral Assistant: Sr Catherine Burke 
 
 

Sunday 22nd November 2020 
www.stdunstanandstjude.co.uk 
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Today is the last Sunday of the Liturgical Year and the 
Feast of Christ the King. Today is also a Day of Prayer 
for the ending of the pandemic. Next Sunday will see the 
beginning of the Church Year with Advent Sunday. The 
Walk With Me books are available to take from church at 
the times it is open. If you would like one, but are not able 
to get out, if you can send a stamp self-addressed 
envelope to us and we’ll post one out to you. We are 
awaiting the Governments decision on reopening 
following the present lockdown. Hopefully, public worship 
will resume fairly soon. As we have kept the same 
timetable for opening throughout, Masses will resume as 
soon as the restrictions are lifted. Thanks to those who 
have supported the continuation of private prayer in 
church during this time – it has been heartening to see 
the numbers of people and the continued financial 
support of the parish in these challenging days. Thanks 
also for our stewards whose dedication enables us to 
open our churches for private prayer. Next Sunday we 
hope to give an update on Christmas Masses. 
 
Blessing of Graves: there are a couple of ‘blessing 
bags’ left if you would still like to get one of these. Each 
bag contains a bottle of holy water, a prayer card and a 
candle to light at the grave. If you are visiting two or 
more graves, please don’t take two or more bags! 
The holy water and prayer card will suffice for a 
number of graves – so you just need an extra candle 
which are also available. We ask for a donation of £3 
for the bag and £2 per extra candle.  
 
The intercession box for the Holy Souls is in front of the 
altar at both churches. Please place in it the names of 
those you wish to be prayed pray for, and the priests 
offering Holy Mass will remember them in their Masses. 
 

A Meditation for November 
 
We seem to give them back to You, O God, who gave 
them first to us. Yet as You did not lose them in giving, 
so do we not lose them by their return.  Not as the world 
gives, do you give, O Lover of souls. What You give, You 
take not away, for what is Yours is ours if we are Yours. 
And life is eternal and love is immortal, and death is only 
a horizon, and a horizon is nothing, save the limit of our 
sight.  
Lift us up, strong Son of God, that we may see further; 
cleanse our eyes that we may see more clearly; draw us 
closer to Yourself that we may know ourselves to be 
nearer to our loved ones who are with You. And while 
You prepare a place for us, prepare us also for that happy 
place, that where You are we may be also for evermore. 
 
Sunday Mass will be available via the Parish website 
and Social media pages from 9am today. Please access 
the Mass directly from the parish website.  
 
Telephoning the presbytery. On a number of occasions 
one or two parishioners (we presume) have left 
messages on the answerphone asking us to get back 
with information. Unfortunately, they left neither name nor 
number – which makes this a little difficult. Please leave 
your name and number and we will get back to you. 
 
Government restrictions for funerals stipulate a 
maximum of 30 permitted for funerals.  

When you come to church please do not leave 
newsletters in church after you have read them as 
they can become a source of infection. Please take 
them home with you. 
 
During these four weeks of special measures Holy 
Communion to the sick will be suspended. However, the 
sacraments are always available for those in danger of 
death. Please contact the presbytery.  
 
We pray for those who have died recently: Sean 
Collins, Robert Hunt, Carol Kinehan and Teresa Creamer  
 
Baptisms. If the current restrictions are lifted at the 
beginning of December, the next meeting for parents 
wishing to arrange a baptism for their child will be on 
Tuesday 8th December at 7.45pm in St Dunstan’s 
Church.  
 
Could you commit time to be a Steward? More 
volunteers are always welcome - and may well prove 
necessary as winter draws near if the present pattern of 
services will continue each week. It is important to 
remember that private prayer cannot operate without 
them at this time, and if there aren’t stewards available, 
they will need to be cancelled. At the moment we are just 
managing to cover by asking those who are already 
stewards to do more. If you can help spread the load let 
us know - just speak with Fr Philip or Fr John or email the 
presbytery office.  
 
Confessions will be available during adoration on 
Saturday’s and Sundays. Please keep the time spent in 
the confessional to a minimum to make it as safe as 
possible and so that others have opportunity for the 
celebration of this sacrament. 
 
Church Cleaning will take place on Wednesday after 
adoration. If you can help you will be very welcome.  
 
Please note that the toilets will be closed due to 
COVID regulations and the side chapel will be out of 
bounds apart from for Confession. 
 
Weekly offerings can be placed in the baskets in church 
or posted through the Presbytery letterbox. Please place 
offerings in either the usual Gift Aid envelopes or a plain 
envelope marked ‘St Dunstan’ or ‘St Jude’.  
 
Christmas Cards are available to buy from the Parish 
office on a Wednesday or Friday.  
 
Christmas Cards for Other Parishioners. Due to 
current restrictions, sadly Christmas cards cannot be left 
out in either church this year as items other people touch 
can become a source of infection. Please give any 
Christmas cards directly to the person they are for.  
 
Prospective Reception parents for September 2021 
for St. Alban's, please take a look at our virtual tour. We 
hope that this gives you an insight into our faith-filled, 
learning community. Follow this link for a short video tour: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nh3PtDn6loMtcZMVWVt
sWjlhYvydie62/view?usp=sharing If you would like more 
information please contact us on 021 444 6530.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nh3PtDn6loMtcZMVWVtsWjlhYvydie62/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nh3PtDn6loMtcZMVWVtsWjlhYvydie62/view?usp=sharing


Bishop Challoner and St Dunstan’s Parish Youth 
Group meet via Zoom on Wednesdays 6.30 – 7.10pm. 
Contact staff-chaplains@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk 
for more information and to register your interest. 
 
WINDOW. The December issue of the Parish magazine 
is now being assembled. The deadline for items is 
29th November. We are looking for pieces to cheer us up 
during lockdown, tips on coping, what did you do in 
lockdown? Please send 
to robertwilcher@btinternet.com or hand in at the 
presbytery marked WINDOW. 
 
Christmas Dinner. This year as a Parish, and with 
support from the SVP, we will be raising money for those 
families struggling financially this Christmas. Through our 
faith we are taught to help whenever we can, but as this 
tough year draws to a close, we should put emphasis on 
not only helping ourselves, but also to encourage others 
to do so where they can. Through this, the love of God 
can be a shining light through the darkness that this year 
has brought to so many. The money we raise will be used 
towards Christmas dinners for children and their families 
in our three schools who find themselves in some need. 
If you would like to make a donation, please go to 
gofund.me/60bed2b3 or put your donation in an 
enveloped marked ‘Christmas Dinner’, and post through 
the presbytery letterbox.  
 
SIFA Fireside: Tribute to the late Sister Sabina SP. On 
22nd December 2020, it will be one year since Sister 
Sabina SP passed away. At a time when the importance 
of our community, family and friends is at the forefront of 
our minds, “Stories by the Fireside” is a short collection 
of treasured memories from our community and pay 
tribute to Sister Sabina.  SIFA Fireside continues in Sister 
Sabina’s spirit of being inclusive, courageous, 
supportive, and dynamic in all that they do. They support 
approximately 3500 people a year who are experiencing 
homelessness or are at risk of homelessness. The CD is 
free and will be available from the Parish office from mid-
December (exact date to be confirmed). 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion: My Jesus, I believe 
that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love 
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were already there and unite 
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated 
from You. Amen. 
 

Homily for the Solemnity of Christ the King 
 
Just a few years ago in Coventry’s Holy Trinity Anglican 
church, which was one of the medieval churches, and so 
originally catholic, that had survived both the bombing of 
the Luftwaffe and the post-war destruction wrought by the 
local council, conservationists began to uncover a 
magnificent painting of what was called ‘the doom’ 
painted some 600 years before.  
 
Doom, in this sense, means judgement. It is a vivid 
picture of today’s gospel reading looking forward to the 
last judgement where Jesus speaks of the Son of Man 
coming in glory and will then separate humanity into two 

groups, just  as the shepherds of those days separated 
their sheep from their goats at night time. 
  
And it’s here that the artist could get his own back on his 
enemies – that amongst those being confined to the fires 
of hell are a couple of kings, a cardinal and a monk, 
people he’d judged to have abused their positions for 
their own ends, and then there are pictured two alewives, 
makers of beer in their customary red hats, who’d 
obviously been found guilty of watering the beer down, 
and so cheating their neighbours! 
 
Jesus, in his words, speaks of separating those who are 
judged worthy of heaven from those who are destined for 
hell, and those who looked at this painting would be 
reminded each time they saw it that one day they would 
be judged – for as we will say in the creed: ‘He will come 
in glory to judge the living and the dead.’ 
 
One of the things that most human beings long for is 
justice. That if harm is done to us, or we are mistreated 
or abused, or we are robbed, or if someone is killed, we 
long for justice to be done – for things to be put right. It’s 
no accident that the symbol of justice is scales – for when 
wrong is done, then justice is more than just punishing 
the wrongdoer, it’s bringing things back into balance. 
The scriptures at their very beginning, in the book of 
Genesis, teach us that things have been out of balance 
since the fall, for following the story of mankind’s 
disobedience in the persons of Adam and Eve, the first 
crime in the bible is murder – where Cain murders his 
brother Abel because of  his jealousy – and it tells us that 
Abel’s blood cries to God from the soil on which he was 
murdered – it is a cry for justice – for things to be put right. 
 
This desire for justice is placed in the human heart by our 
Creator – and so it is something written into our DNA that 
we long for, and work for and pray for….but of course it’s 
easy to see where justice needs to be done and wrongs 
be put right in others rather than ourselves! After all, to 
put together a list of sins for confession of those we live 
with is so much easier than seeing our own – and ‘seeing’ 
is key, if we think about it, in today’s gospel. 
 
For when Jesus addresses those on his right hand and 
his left they both say ‘when did I see you hungry or thirsty, 
when did I see you naked, when did I see you sick or in 
prison’. 
The just choose to see what is before them and do 
something – they tend Christ in the least of their brothers 
and sisters, and the condemned choose not to see. The 
just allow Christ to reign as king in their hearts shown by 
their actions of love – and the condemned have replaced 
Christ with themselves. 
 
Although the picture of the doom in Coventry is fairly 
unsettling - as it was meant to be – the picture of Christ 
in majesty is precisely that – he reigns as King – he is 
seated on a throne. But also, he shows his hands and his 
feet – and on those hands and feet are the wounds of the 
nails – the wounds of his sacrifice, the gift of his very life 
for us and our salvation. 
 
Christ is a king whose reign is love – and who calls us to 
love as he has loved us.  
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
 

 
FIRST READING                         Ezekiel 34:11-12,15-17 
  
The Lord says this: I am going to look after my flock myself 
and keep all of it in view. As a shepherd keeps all his flock 
in view when he stands up in the middle of his scattered 
sheep, so shall I keep my sheep in view. I shall rescue them 
from wherever they have been scattered during the mist and 
darkness. I myself will pasture my sheep, I myself will show 
them where to rest – it is the Lord who speaks. I shall look 
for the lost one, bring back the stray, bandage the wounded 
and make the weak strong. I shall watch over the fat and 
healthy. I shall be a true shepherd to them. 
 
As for you, my sheep, the Lord says this: I will judge 
between sheep and sheep, between rams and he-goats. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
    

R: The Lord is my shepherd;  
there is nothing I shall want. 

 
The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want.  
Fresh and green are the pastures  
where he gives me repose. R. 
 
Near restful waters he leads me,  
to revive my drooping spirit, 
He guides me along the right path;  
he is true to his name. R. 
 
You have prepared a banquet for me  
in the sight of my foes.  
My head you have anointed with oil;  
my cup is overflowing. R. 
 
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow  
me all the days of my life.  
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell  
for ever and ever. R. 

 
SECOND READING             1 Corinthians 15:20-26,28 
 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all 
who have fallen asleep. Death came through one man and 
in the same way the resurrection of the dead has come 
through one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all men 
will be brought to life in Christ; but all of them in their proper 
order: Christ as the first-fruits and then, after the coming of 
Christ, those who belong to him. After that will come the end, 
when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, having 
done away with every sovereignty, authority and power. For 
he must be king until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet and the last of the enemies to be destroyed is death, for 
everything is to be put under his feet. And when everything 
is subjected to him, then the Son himself will be subject in 
his turn to the One who subjected all things to him, so that 
God may be all in all. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessings on the coming kingdom of our father David! 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL READING                          Matthew 25:31-46 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Son of Man comes in 
his glory, escorted by all the angels, then he will take his 
seat on his throne of glory. All the nations will be assembled 
before him and he will separate men one from another as 
the shepherd separates sheep from goats. He will place the 
sheep on his right hand and the goats on his left. 
 
‘Then the King will say to those on his right hand, “Come, 
you whom my Father has blessed, take for your heritage the 
kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the world. 
For I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink; I was a stranger and you made me 
welcome; naked and you clothed me, sick and you visited 
me, in prison and you came to see me.” Then the virtuous 
will say to him in reply, “Lord, when did we see you hungry 
and feed you; or thirsty and give you drink? When did we 
see you a stranger and make you welcome; naked and 
clothe you; sick or in prison and go to see you?” And the 
King will answer, “I tell you solemnly, in so far as you did this 
to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to 
me.” 
 
‘Next he will say to those on his left hand, “Go away from 
me, with your curse upon you, to the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you never 
gave me food; I was thirsty and you never gave me anything 
to drink; I was a stranger and you never made me welcome, 
naked and you never clothed me, sick and in prison and you 
never visited me.” Then it will be their turn to ask, “Lord, 
when did we see you hungry or thirsty, a stranger or naked, 
sick or in prison, and did not come to your help?” Then he 
will answer, “I tell you solemnly, in so far as you neglected 
to do this to one of the least of these, you neglected to do it 
to me.” 
 
‘And they will go away to eternal punishment, and the 
virtuous to eternal life.’ 
 

The Parish Office will now be open from 9.00am until 
5.00pm on Wednesday and Friday each week. In order 
to minimise the number of people in the office and for the 
safety of those at work, until further notice we ask you to 
observe the following:  
 
If you have an enquiry: please phone or email first to see 
if it can be sorted in this way. 
 
For those wishing to book Mass intentions: please bring 
a sealed envelope clearly labelled with the intention 
details (person’s name, required date etc) and include the 
offering inside. This can then be handed in at the office 
and if requested a Mass card be signed and given.  
 
If you need to speak to the Parish Administrator or one of 
the Priests: we would ask that you phone or email in 
advance, so that an appointment can be arranged at a 
convenient time for both.  

COLLECTIONS 
 
   St Dunstan’s    St Jude’s 
 
Gift Aid  £354.00     £0.00 
 
Non-Gift Aid   £504.50       £222.00 


