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WINDOW_________No. 84________________________________JULY 2018______Editorial 

In this issue, of WINDOW, we are making full use of the facilities provided by the new machinery in the presbytery to 
distribute coloured photographs throughout the magazine instead of having them printed together on a separate page. 
    We extend our usual thanks to all contributors, both those who responded to our invitation (or arm-twisting) and those 
who submitted articles without being asked. We are particularly grateful to Fr Philip and Brian Sudlow for providing a 
historical and spiritual context for the use of the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite (the Latin Mass), which is now 
available to parishioners on the last Friday of each month. Grace, the newest member of the editorial committee, did an 
excellent job of gathering memories from the young people of the parish in a farewell tribute to Tommy Rowan, who has 
been such a powerhouse of inspiration and fun as lay Chaplain in Bishop Challoner College and leader of the youth clubs 
for younger and older age-groups. We would like to add our own thanks to Tommy for providing us with the articles and 
photographs that have ensured that WINDOW has featured the activities of young parishioners over the past five years. 
We wish him every success as he takes up new challenges at Soli House.____________________________Editors 

As part of our Year of the Eucharist we have had a 
new venture at St Dunstan’s in the shape of a month-
ly Mass offered according to the Extraordinary Form 
of the Roman Rite.  

This is the form for the celebration of Mass according 
to the Missal of (Pope) Saint John XXIII, and used by 
the Council Fathers during the second Vatican Coun-
cil. It was promulgated in 1962. We have also been 
blessed that Brian Sudlow has brought together a 
Schola to bring to these celebrations of Mass the 
Church’s ancient song of plainchant to accompany it. 

The celebration of the Eucharistic Rites of the Church 
are rarely static, and we see throughout the Church’s 
history how they have developed with the passing of 
the ages. The Roman Missal, as its name suggests, is 
the celebration of Mass according to the use of the 
Roman Church. The Papacy of St Gregory the Great 
(590-604), with its great Benedictine monastic mis-
sion, ensured that the Roman Rite enriched the pray-
er and worship of Europe, and hugely influenced its 
culture. The Roman Rite continued to be renewed 
over the centuries, and will continue to be so. 

During the years following the second Vatican Coun-
cil, Pope Paul VI promulgated the Missal most of us 
are familiar with these days. Provision was made that 
Mass could be celebrated in the vernacular, but Latin 
was still presumed to be the norm of celebration. 
However, it seems that developments have made the 
vernacular the norm for most Catholics. These new 
rites were warmly welcomed by many, but some 
Catholics remained attached to the older form of the 
Rite of Mass. Sadly, many felt isolated and pushed to 
the margins of the Church, and their attachment to 
the traditional Mass seemed somehow unhealthy or 
odd. Unfortunately, some groups broke away from 
full communion with the Church – not least as the 
way we worship is key to our lives as Catholics. 

In 2007, Pope Benedict XVI issued a Motu Proprio  
‘Summorum Pontificum’. This gave explicit permission 
for these older rites to celebrated. Indeed, in his ac-
companying letter to the Bishops, the Pope stated 
that the use of these ancient rites had never been 
abrogated. He went on: ‘What earlier generations 
held as sacred, remains sacred and great for us too, 
and it cannot be all of a sudden entirely forbidden or 
even considered harmful.’ Pope Benedict’s wish was 
that the two uses of the Roman Rite – Ordinary and 
Extraordinary – should mutually enrich each other. 
How and to what extent remains to be seen. 

The Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite is often 
referred to as the Latin Mass. This is a bit of a misno-
mer as the Ordinary Form can be and is celebrated in 
Latin. Secondly, and most importantly, liturgy isn’t 
just about words   ̶  in whatever language. As well as 
words there is silence . . . and colour, movement, 
prayer, ritual, vesture, song, listening, posture, and so 
on. These things are all part of what goes to make 
liturgy or worship.  

The Extraordinary Form of the Mass exposes us to a 
different way of celebrating the Eucharist, and un-
locks its mystery in different ways. For example, the 
way the Blessed Sacrament is handled and received 
speaks eloquently of being in the presence of the liv-
ing Lord. 

When I asked two of our teenage parishioners what 
they think of this form of Mass and why they come, 
they replied: ‘It’s the silence’! Perhaps we have con-
vinced ourselves that the Mass has to be noisy and 
busy to attract, and that silence is thought to be a 
distraction, or a gap demanding to be filled. It re-
minds us that stillness and silence, colour and mys-
tery, constitute a place where God can be found. 

_______________________________Fr Philip Harrop 

Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite 
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When we think of a list of the most popular saints 
these days – St Thérèse of Lisieux, St Maximilian Kolbe, 
St Pio of Pieltrelcina (Padre Pio) – or if we remember 
the great English martyr saints like St Edmund Campi-
on, Ambrose Barlow or Margaret Clitherow, one of the 
things they have in common is that they all fell in love 
with Christ and became holy through attending the 
traditional Latin Mass. Now, what was once holy for 
them, as Pope Benedict XVI wrote some years ago, 
remains holy for us. This old form of the Mass and the 
chants and ceremonies that go with it, are so many 
ways in which God has made himself close to us 
through the centuries. The lives of the saints are living 
proof of this. How could the way they attended Mass 
be irrelevant to us? 

The structure of the traditional Latin Mass is not so 
different from the Mass we have today: a penitential 
rite, readings, a sermon, the Offertory, Consecration 
and Communion. All the same, there are some obvious 
differences, for example, the language and the direc-
tion the priest faces, and understandably we might 
wonder how we, Catholics in the twenty-first century, 
can best take part in it. I want to mention, therefore, 
three things that I think will help you to draw fruit 
from assisting at a celebration of Latin Mass. In reality 
it is a life-long journey, but as the French say, only the 
first step costs you. 

First, rest assured that the priest does not stand with 
his back to us out of rudeness! Rather, in this form of 
Mass, we all, priest and congregation, face the same 
direction, looking together towards the East that is 
represented by the Crucifix on the altar. The priest 
leads us from the altar, yes, but at the same time he 
also stands there in the person of Christ, positioned 
between us and the altar, just as Jesus stands between 
us and the cross.  From that place, the priest offers the 

Eucharistic sacrifice to the Blessed Trinity, and, from 
the same altar, gives out the fruit of that sacrifice in 
Holy Communion. 

Second, in the Latin Mass you should not worry about 
trying to follow every word or action.  At St Dunstan’s, 
we are provided with Latin-English Mass books that set 
out all of the liturgical prayers but we are not obliged 
to use them at every moment. As the Mass unfolds 
and as you read the Mass booklet, you can allow your-
self to dwell on this or that prayer, on whatever ap-
peals to you, and let the Holy Spirit do his job; he 
needs us to open our hearts, much more than our 
mouths!  In the Traditional Latin Mass, while we are all 
together, we are not all asked to go at the same pace. 
We can pray in step with the priest or at our own 
speed, whatever helps us the most to come close to 
God. 

Third, one thing the Latin Mass shows us clearly is that 
Mass is more about what God does to and for us, than 
about what we can do for God.  In that regard, you can 
just allow the beauty of the silences and the beauty of 
the chants to help you accept God as he visits you in 
prayer. God shares himself with us through truth, 
goodness and beauty; the truth of the Gospel, the 
goodness of his law and the beauty of the liturgy. Only 
on the basis of that shared life with God can we go 
forth from the church and take the mystery of his love 
out into the world with us. There are many mysteries 
of God we cannot understand but remembering this 
helps us to approach him as his children, wrapped in 
his love and humble before his majesty. It is for that 
reason that in this form of the Mass we also receive 
Communion on the tongue and kneeling down, al-
though if you are unable to kneel, you may of course 
stand.  

__________________________________Brian Sudlow 

Attending the Extraordinary Form (the Latin Mass)  

Jumping in muddy puddles with Peppa Pig for Charity 

Little Lambs proudly organised a special muddle puddle walk for 
Save the Children, to raise money for the fantastic work they do for 
children around the world.  
    On a windy and cold day during the Easter Holidays, some brave 
families came to Highbury Park and took part in a treasure hunt to 
find Peppa Pig and her friends who were hidden in trees, under 
bushes and around the stream. They were refreshed with muddy 
puddle drinks (chocolate milkshake) and amazingly tasty homemade 
muddy puddle cakes. The day ended with some very muddy races 
with the children running, skipping and mostly sliding to the finish 
line, and partly to warm them up!   
    The event was a success with a fantastic £50 donated to Save the 
Children. A big thank you and well done to all the Little Lambs!  
____________________________________________Charley Slater 
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Reflection on Lourdes 

When the opportunity came along to join the 
medical team on the archdiocese’s pilgrimage to 
Lourdes, I jumped at the chance. Why wouldn’t I? 
My daughters have been going for the past three 
years and they loved coming back each year with 
stories of their amazing experiences. 
    As I attended training and spoke to others, I was 
quickly starting to wonder if I’d made the right 
decision. One week’s precious annual leave to be 
spent working over 40 hours (more than my nor-
mal working week) in a foreign country, doing a 
mixture of shifts including night shifts which I’d 
left behind over 18 years ago when I left the hos-
pital wards! As I began to speak to people who’d 
previously been, stories of tacky gift shops resem-
bling the worst tourist places you could think of 
sprang to mind. 
    The reality was so far from this. Yes, it was ex-
tremely tiring and it was hard to ignore the tacky 
shops with ‘Ave Maria’ playing loudly from the 
speakers. 
    As soon as you reached the domain (where you 
find the grotto, basilicas and Accueil) all that was 
forgotten. I found Lourdes to be a positive uplift-
ing experience. It was extremely busy and spiritu-
ally moving. There was a real effort being made by 
all pilgrims to keep the atmosphere respectful and 
prayerful and I enjoyed my night visits to the 
grotto, sitting in silent prayer with so many differ-
ent nationalities all of us seeking Our Lady’s help 
and intercession. 
    The most moving part for me was the watching 
and listening to the interactions of the sick pil-
grims with the youth. The young people worked 
really hard on a daily basis in the Accueil Notre 
Dame (where the sick pilgrims stayed). They never 
complained, always smiling. Their duties ranged 
from making beds to chatting with and feeding 
the sick pilgrims; these interactions of the genera-
tions were inspiring. 
    From a distance, I proudly watched my daugh-
ters grow, as they served with a genuine keenness 
— very different to when I ask them to clean their 
rooms or help with dinner! 
    My 40+ hours on duty didn’t feel like work but a 
privilege to be able to share experiences and per-
sonal journeys with so many wonderful pilgrims. 

I’m still not sure how it happened but everyone 
just pulled together, all the tasks/jobs were com-
pleted in a fun, non-work like way. I even found 
myself volunteering for extra early morning du-
ties! I survived the night shift and the humiliation 
of my chair collapsing during the international 
mass — luckily not in the camera view of the live 
feed. 
    I was lucky to meet some wonderful people and 
make new friends and now completely get why 
my daughters keep requesting to go back. I think I 
might be joining them. And surprisingly, I went 
back to work actually feeling refreshed. 
______________________________Nikki Stewart 

 

Early in May, we had the pleasure of attending 

the annual meeting of the Association for Church 

Editors, which was held this year in Coventry. We 

knew nothing about the Association until an invi-

tation arrived out of the blue and we thought it 

would be a good opportunity to find out about 

the production of church magazines throughout 

the country and across a wide range of Christian 

denominations.  Delegates were welcomed in an 

opening address by the chairman, John Farrow. 

He introduced the Revd. John Leach, who gave a 

thought-provoking talk entitled ’Don’t shoot the 

messenger!’, which raised questions that editors 

need to  address, such as ‘What’s the purpose?’ 

and ‘Where’s the feedback?’ After the AGM and 

lunch, the afternoon began with a useful talk by 

the chairman on ‘What makes a good church mag-

azine?’ which was followed by the presentation of 

awards to editors for excellence in various catego-

ries: Covers, Layout, Content, Style, Outreach. 

    Apart from these official proceedings, we had 

the chance to talk to editors of magazines large 

and small — some glossy and full of adverts and 

others much more modest in their aims and for-

mat. It was consoling to learn that all editors have 

difficulties with contributors who do not keep to 

deadlines for submission of material and often 

work into the night to get their magazine ready 

for printing!___________________________Editors   
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Over the years, we have done lots of different and fun things, such as: 
Youth Retreat at Alton Castle 
Laser Quest 
Regular Film Nights (onesies are optional!) 
Tea Parties, Birthday Parties, Talent Shows… 
Night Fever, Brightlights, retreats, pillar nights, WE  and FLAME. 

Farewell Tommy 

Youth Group has been running in the Parish for several years, with a couple of faulty starts and re-
imaginings along the way. A large part of the success of Youth Group (that it kept going) was down to 
Tommy’s perseverance and determination. 

Memories of Tommy 

It seems Tommy has a lot of catchphrases, the most memorable being 
“Do not fear, Tommy’s here!” or “Moustache (must-dash)”. 

...the time he forgot he was running the half-marathon for CAFOD & Lucy 
had to collect him from Blackwell at 5.00 am, where he’d taken some of 
the Youth Group for a BCYS weekend. 

Then there was the session all about “having faith” and Tommy had every
-one doing blind food tasting ... including cold baked beans! 
Hide and seek in the dark has proved popular... 
We’ve done a few sessions on a CAFOD theme and the youth remember 
fondly the session, supported by Miriam & Gill, where in one of the activi-
ties they had to try and carry water buckets without spilling them. 

   Complied by Catherine McNichol and Grace Stewart 

I will also always remember the on-going joke about Tommy not being able to drive. 
Tommy was always so kind to everyone. He makes our faith journey fun and engaging. 
I can’t even remember when I first had the pleasure of meeting Tommy. It  feels like he’s always been around. 
I believe he will  do amazing things in his new job and Soli are very lucky to have him. 
Tommy gave up his Friday evenings for Proclaim and Youth Club and I never heard him complaining. 
Bishop Challoner, Proclaim and Youth Club can never be the same without Tommy saying some unfunny jokes, per-
forming his Irish accent or playing fun games — the sloth game was always good. 
Tommy always made everything upbeat and enjoyable. 

Tommy was the best lay 
chaplain ever. He never let 
us forget when he won the 
award for “Lay Chaplain of 
the year” by the Kenelm 
Trust. He would remind us 
all at every opportunity. 
[The tributes below were com-
piled by Grace & Alice Stewart.] 

Tommy Rowan was the Lay Chaplain at my school, from when I 
joined in year 7 to June 2018  when I was in year 9.  
I first met Tommy when I was in year 5, when he set up chaplain-
cy teams in the feeder primary schools. After a couple of retreats 
at Bishop Challoner I got to know Tommy and his personality 
quite well. Tommy was funny, kind, silly and a brilliant leader.  
I then started going to the youth group he set up at St  Dunstan’s 
for 9-13-year olds, where we took part in icebreakers and ex-
plored our faith in fun ways.  

At the end of year 8, I became a young leader at Youth Group and joined the older youth group Proclaim. I have 
also been on two Lourdes Pilgrimages with the Archdiocese of Birmingham, Tommy and my school. We helped pil-
grims and served in masses. It was one of the best experiences of my life thanks to Tommy.  

Bishop Challoner isn’t the same without Tommy and the whole of the Chaplaincy team at BC and the youth groups 
at St Dunstan’s and St Jude’s wish him luck in his new job. 

We will miss you, Tommy  
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Mothers' Prayers 
of the Solace Community 

Jeremiah 31:16: "Stop your crying and wipe away your 
tears.  All that you have done for your children will not 
go unrewarded; they will return from the enemy's 
land."  
17 "There is hope for your future; your children will 
come back home. I, the Lord, have spoken."  
Mothers' Prayers, now an international organization, 
was started in 1995 by two grandmothers, Veronica 
and her sister-in-law Sandra, who wanted to pray in a 
special way for their children and grandchildren, leav-
ing all their concerns and worries with God and know-
ing He had the answers and the power that they did 
not.  When I heard Veronica speak, at the New Dawn 
Conference in Walsingham, I wanted there to be a 
Mothers' Prayers group in Kings Heath for the same 
reason.  I was attracted to the surrender she commu-
nicated.  I wanted that peace.  More than anything, I 
wanted my children to return to the faith and I knew 
my prayers for them would be more effective if I truly 
handed them over to God and stopped worrying; if I 
trusted fully in God's love for them and relied on His 
intervention in their lives.   

Meeting with other like-minded mothers and grand-
mothers is a great support.  We are a small group, with 
children of all ages, and share our concerns in strict 
confidentiality so we can pray for each other in our 
specific needs.  We also have the prayer support of the 
whole network of "Mothers' Prayers" as we pray in 
union with all groups around the world.  The booklet 
of simple, set prayers outlines the meeting and en-
sures we effortlessly cover all bases—we invite the 
Holy Spirit, we sing praise and thank God, we read 
scripture and pray for protection, forgiveness and uni-
ty.  Then we place all our children, by name, into a bas-
ket, symbolically leaving them at the foot of the cross 
in Jesus' capable hands.  We finish with any other in-
tercessions, not concerning our children. 

We meet most Monday evenings at 7.45 for 8.00 pm 
and start with a cuppa while we catch up.  We have 
lots to chat about, as you can imagine, but we aim to 
start praying by nine o'clock (which is not always easy) 
and be finished for 9.30 or thereabouts—ten o'clock at 
the latest!  If you feel called to join us you can tele-
phone or text me on 079 2806 4379. 

__________________________________Mary Cooper 

A Bedouin visits Kings Heath 

Recently, the Holy Land Group had the privilege 

of meeting Khalil, a Bedouin from the Negev in 

South Israel. A lawyer, he advocates for his com-

munity when villages are being threatened with 

demolition. The Government are bulldozing vil-

lages and relocating the people into townships to 

use the land for Jewish settlements. 

Brought up in a Bedouin tent, he told us about life 

forty years ago. He helped to care for the goats 

which his mother would milk for cheese, butter 

and yoghurt. She would weave intricate rugs from 

goat hair whilst father made tents out of their skin. 

Life was tough but he was proud of his family. He 

loved learning and would sit up late studying by 

the light of a kerosene lamp.  

He was delighted to get into University but it was 

a struggle financially and he had no alternative 

but to sleep in the park. Eventually he found work 

and a room in the home of a Polish Jewish couple, 

survivors of the holocaust. Pleased to help him, 

even though he is Muslim, they said, ‘Our only 

son has died, please will you be our son.’ He was 

very happy there and graduated in mathematics, 

education and law.  

Now he works tirelessly to prevent the destruction 

of a traditional way of life going back centuries. 

He was most anxious that people do not consider 

them only as victims; they have  a vibrant culture. 

His own house has been threatened with demoli-

tion. Soldiers marked it with a number reminis-

cent of the numbers tattooed by the Nazis on the 

arms of his Jewish ‘parents’.  When he pointed this 

out, they accused him of being anti-Semitic. ‘How 

can I be anti-Semitic,’ he said, ‘when I had Jewish 

parents?’ 

Khalil told us that the Bedouin feel forgotten and 

that our concern and prayers are appreciated. We 

have asked our MPs to support this cause in Par-

liament and we continue to pray for them and oth-

ers suffering from persecution in the Holy Land in 

our Sabeel prayer every Thursday at midday in 

church.  ____________________________Gill Myall 

  Q. Why did the robber have a bath?  Q. What happened to the cat that ate a ball of wool? 
  A.  So that he could make a clean getaway.  A. It had mittens. 
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SVP UPDATE 

Sometimes we feel really privileged and blessed 

to be able to help someone who is genuinely ad-

mirable. This happened recently.  A young wom-

an—with a partner and young children of her  

own—lost her mother suddenly and tragically. 

Her much younger siblings were left suddenly 

without their Mum.  So what does this lady do? 

She brings them into her own family.  The only 

problem is that she’s in a small Council flat so the 

children have to take over the bedrooms and she 

and her partner have to sleep on the sofa.  What 

would really help is a bunk bed for the youngest 

children. 

      So our lovely contact from the children’s 

school contacts the SVP, we look at our finances 

and the cost of bunk beds and—thanking the 

good Lord for a recent very kind donation from a 

parishioner—we buy the bunk bed for them. And 

we are delighted to do so.  Problem not totally 

solved, but eased a goodly bit. 

      This is the kind of thing we do.  We’ve also 

recently visited older people who feel isolated in 

care homes and nursing homes, and given people 

in need assistance of various kinds: with grocer-

ies, gas/electric, and furniture  We have also 

helped out at Tabor House, which provides shel-

ter for homeless people, and offered advice, sup-

port and, I trust, kindness, to people who are vul-

nerable, hard-up, or alone. 

      We’re few in number—hint, hint!—but I like 

to think we punch above our weight, so to speak. 

As ever, if you’d like to know more, or join us, 

please contact me (andygudge@blueyonder.co.uk 

07855 824434); or catch me after 10.00 am Mass 

on Sunday; or talk to one of the priests or Deacon 

David. 

And thanks, as ever, for your support. 

                  Andy Gudge 

     Conference President 

Rosary Group 

It was in the Holy Year of 1987 that the then Pope 
John Paul II held up his Rosary Beads and said, 
‘This is the powerful weapon.’  Inspired by this 
declaration and with the support of our Parish 
Priest, Canon Eugene O’Sullivan, on the Wednes-
day after Trinity Sunday in that year  we began 
our Rosary of all fifteen mysteries. 

      At first, our primary intention was to pray in 
support of the Holy Father and all priests.  As time 
passed, however, we realized the necessity to 
pray for good priestly vocations and the needs of 
a very troubled world.  

      Sadly, over the past thirty-one years many of 
our original supporters have passed away. But 
happily, a faithful few still join in to pray what has 
now become the twenty mysteries of the Holy 
Rosary, since the now Saint John Paul II has given 
us the enlightening Luminous Mysteries. 

      A lengthy vocal prayer isn’t always easy, espe-
cially as most of us are past the first flush of life!  
It would be a great joy if you could join us for at 
least part of this Powerful Prayer at 2.00 pm each 
Wednesday in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

             Carmel Radford 

The Jane Smith Education Fund 
For the past couple of years, the Jane Smith Educa-
tion Fund has been supporting projects with the Ur-
suline Sisters of Tildonk. The sisters do social, 
nursing and educational work with poor communities 
in India and Africa. 

Through the fund, parishioners at St Dunstan’s and 
St Jude’s have funded the digging of bore holes to 
give a clean water supply to St Ursula’s High School, 
Dhekiajuli, Assam. This water project has now been 
completed. 

This year we have funded the setting up of a com-
puter teaching course in Konbir Naotali, North East 
India.  We have provided computers, back-up mains 
units, printers, Wifi router, modem, whiteboard and 
projector.  This course is now up and running with 
some students and will recruit many more in Sep-
tember when the new school term begins. 

The Ursuline Sisters are most grateful for the as-
sistance we are giving, which helps them to provide 
education for the poorest communities.  We look 
forward to working with the Sisters to fund further 
educational projects in the future. 

_____Nuala Bielby, Eugene O’Brien, John van Lierop 

Out of the mouths of babes and infants 
 

When preparing parish children for the sacra-
ments, we sometimes get answers we are not 
expecting! 
Catechist:  What sacrament is it where you feel 
truly sorry and do penance? 
Child:  Is it matrimony? 

mailto:andygudge@blueyonder.co.uk
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Peru has always fascinated me. So, now recently 
‘retired’, I decided to visit. 

    It is an extremely diverse country with its Pacific 
coastal region to the west, the peaks of the Andes 
mountains, and the Amazon basin rainforest and 
river. Well over 80% of Peruvians are Catholic and 
this was very evident in the love shared as I trav-
elled throughout the country. 

    My first stop was in the capital, Lima, founded 
in 1535 by the Spanish ‘conquistadors’ and more 
recently, of course, the home of Paddington Bear 
of whom there is a large bronze statue gifted by 
the British Embassy. Lima has a very beautiful 
cathedral and also many fine squares, palaces, 
churches, parks and coastal walks. I was also 
very blessed to visit the Saint Dominic Priory, the 
‘Sanctuary of the Peruvian Saints’, also founded in 
1535, and which houses the tombs of St Martin de 
Porres and St Rose of Lima and the ossuary with 
the remains of generations of friars spanning sev-
eral centuries. 

After flying to Iquitos, a boat along the mighty Am-
azon took me to my last destination, a basic jungle 
lodge built on stilts in a stunning location. Time 
here was spent hiking in the Yanamono primary 
rainforest reserve (day and night) and along the 
Amazon and its tributaries. I will never forget the 
sights and sounds of the jungle. A visit to a family 
social enterprise focused on conserving and pro-
tecting endangered monkey species. Another visit 
was to the tribe of the Yaquas and a community of 
people who still live as their ancestors did. Here I 
had my face painted, joined in the local dancing 

and was introduced to children’s pets — sloths, 
lizards and a variety of other reptiles ... 

   An amazing and varied set of experiences and 
people that I will treasure forever. 

________________________________Sue Allen  

A Parishioner in Peru 

    We then moved on to the high altitude of the 
Andes and Cuzco with its fascinating combination 
of Inca (the empire of the fifteenth century that 
preceded the Spanish invasion) and colonial ar-
chitecture. The highlight was the famous ruined 
Inca city of Machu Picchu (never discovered by 
the Spanish). This was reached via narrow gauge 
railway and local bus and was absolutely capti-
vating, sitting above a steep valley and swathed 
in dense jungle.  Many, many steps were 
climbed . . .  On the next day, however, the trip to 
the Sacred Valley was also very special and full 
of my favourite Alpacas and Llamas! 

       Driving through the Altiplano plains, where 
the Andes are at their widest and most spectacu-
lar, we reached Puno, set on the shores of Lake 
Titicaca which provides a natural border between 
Bolivia and Peru. This was the birthplace of the 
Incas and also where, in the cathedral, we had 
the opportunity to share in the exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

   The lake is home to 84 floating islands made of 
a thick type of reed called ‘totora’.  We visited a 
few of these by local boat and met some of the 
indigenous people of this region who live a simple 
and traditional lifestyle, albeit often with the addi-
tion of a solar panel!  They provided a very warm 
welcome  as they explained their islands and invit-
ed us into their school and homes, where they in-
sisted on dressing me up in Peruvian costume. 
Curiously, it quite suited me . . . 

The statue of St Martin 
de Porres , the Domini-
can lay brother whose 
tomb is in the Saint 
Dominic Priory in Lima. 
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Natural Family Planning 

Are you married? Do you want to improve your life 
and marriage?  Do you want to find joy and lasting 
peace?  Read on . . . 

All of us need more grace in our marriages, more pray-
er, and more clear thinking.  You didn’t expect an ap-
peal to clear thinking, did you?  Both faith and science 
rely on how we think.  In managing our families, the 
Church doesn’t require us to follow blindly, leaving our 
reason behind and  having as many children as we pos-
sibly can, or to risk our health or sanity.  The Church 
does require us, though, to discern faithfully what God 
is asking of our families in every moment, every month 
and for us to be open to life in our marriages.  If we 
can’t be open to life in our marriages, how can we 
fight the culture of death? 

Being open to life doesn’t mean you must have a baby 
every year; it just means being open to asking the 
question as it arises naturally . . . 

Science can help faith and show us how the natural 
aspects of our fertility as a couple can be made to 
serve the aims of Christian marriage in a way that is 
still faithful to God’s plan for human life.  Our bodies 
show how God designed us and to a great extent how 
He intends us to use these gifts.  We are the ministers 
of our marriages and co-operate with God in creating 
new life.  This is not a lifestyle choice, it’s a vocation. 

Natural regulation of fertility can be supported by a 
number of methods or practices often known as Natu-
ral Fertility Management or Natural Family Planning 
(NFP). These methods allow us to be open to life every 
month of the year, prayerfully harnessing the design 
God has given our bodies.  Learning these methods in 
fact helps us to be open to life and supports our dis-
cernment of God’s will from month to month.   

Are these methods scientific, safe and reliable?  More 
than you think, these days, with all the ways of logging 
online and collecting the data needed to track fertility.  
It just takes a little time and a little advice and support 
from people with knowledge and experience. 

Couples also experiencing secondary infertility or diffi-
culty in conceiving a baby can also benefit greatly by 
learning these steps to maximise the possibility to try 
to conceive at the right moment in the month.  Using 
such methods also tends to develop a couple’s com-
munication skills and encourages generosity and pa-
tience, virtues useful in all dimensions of married life 
(my husband tells me!). 

We deserve to know this aspect of God’s creation of 
our bodies and to understand what a privilege it is to 

 

share as parents in the creation of God’s family.  In 
using NFP we marry together our faith in God’s provi-
dence and His care for our physical wellbeing with all 
the help science can put at our disposal, provided the 
latter remains morally acceptable.  Through adopting 
these methods, we can embrace God’s original intent-
ion of our marriage covenant and renew our self-giving 
love, both physically and spiritually. 

Many of the problems encountered in society can be 
answered by this radical approach to family life as we 
set an example of love before our own children, our 
wider family and friends.  The sexual revolution has 
proven to be a lie, degrading human sexuality and 
leading to many social disorders, such as family break-
down, the spread of sexually transmitted diseases and 
abortion. In spite of all the supposed benefits of con-
traception, it has played a central part in the spread of 
all these problems.  Natural, safe, in accordance with 
God’s plan, NFP is the answer to so many questions in 
marriages today, as well as to many health and social 
problems all around us.   

Many couples will tell you that the use of NFP in their 
marriages has brought them closer together, has 
healed their marriages, brought them great joy, graces 
and healing and even deep spiritual growth and peace. 

For information, please contact Liz Sudlow: 

 lizsudlow1@gmail.com 

School Success at History Quiz 

Students from Bishop Challoner Catholic College took part 
in an eight-round quiz which lasted the whole day at the 
University of Birmingham. We were competing against 
twenty other schools, 200 students in total. It tested their 
knowledge of a wide variety of history topics. We had three 
teams of four students. Our A team came away with first 
prize after winning a tie-breaker question against another 
school. A fantastic result . They all did the school proud.  

______________________________________Chris Bennett 
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Renée was a long time stalwart of our parish who 

only took a step back from her commitments 

when she reached the age of 95. She became a cen-

tenarian on Easter Saturday this year and still 

lives independently in her home of more than 30 

years. Now happy to sit back and enjoy her well-

earned retirement, she is supported by family, 

neighbours and friends and is more than happy to 

greet you at her door and make you a cuppa. 

    Renée was born Irene Frances Machin on 31st 

March 1918 at 97, Talbot Street, Winson Green and 

was the second of three children born to Bertram 

Staples and Elsie Waters. Why the name change? 

One of Renée’s aunts married a Frenchman and 

she thought Renée sounded better than Irene and 

the name stuck, so much so that Renée cannot re-

member ever being called Irene. 

    Her father Bertram was a very devout man and 

served on the altar for many years at St. Peter’s 

R.C. Church, Broad Street. It was there that he 

married Elsie Waters in the summer of 1915. Ber-

tram was a jeweller by profession and trained in 

what is referred to today as the Birmingham Jew-

ellery Quarter. Elsie had trained as a Pawnbroker 

and ran her own business, passing on her skills to 

Renée. Renée was extremely able and both loved 

and excelled at school. She learned to play the pi-

ano and the dextrous skills she gained helped her 

in later life.  

    Having left school, she met Arthur Hickerton 

when she was aged about 16. In the late 1930s, Ar-

thur joined the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 

(RAFVR) and trained as a navigator. As a reservist 

Arthur continued to live and work in Birmingham 

whilst carrying out his training over weekends 

and evenings. Having courted for several years, 

Renée and Arthur married at the Oratory on 

Hagley Road in the spring of 1940. 

    By the end of 1941 more than half of Bomber 

Command was made up of RAFVR members and 

it was this arm of the services that Arthur joined. 

Sadly, two years later Flight Sargent 1199782 Ar-

thur Edward Hickerton was tragically killed in 

Greece, aged just 29, on 1st December 1943 and is 

buried in the Phaleron War Cemetery in Athens. 

At the time of his death, Renée was expecting 

their child and a month later she gave birth to 

their son John. Reminiscing about this time in her 

life Renée always felt John was sent to replace her 

late husband. 

    Given the situation, Renée returned to her fami-

ly home for support. She did not rest on her lau-

rels, however, as she taught herself to touch type 

and learn ‘short-hand’. She became very accom-

plished and felt that learning the piano helped to 

hone her touch-typing skills. Without any formal 

qualifications, Renée admits that she blagged her 

way into teaching Business Studies at night 

school. A few years later, she became a fulltime 

teacher in Business Studies at Harborne Hill 

School before moving on to Baverstock School. 

    Renée is not one for moping around. She had a 

passion for amateur dramatics and it was while 

out ice-skating that she 

met Alexander Kingston, 

who became her second 

husband. Alexander was 

widowed, like Renée, and 

had two sons, Michael 

and David. Renée and Al-

exander married in Bir-

mingham in the summer 

of 1958. They moved to 

the Moseley area before 

settling in Kings Heath where Renée still lives. 

    She joined wholeheartedly in the life of St. Dun-

stan’s parish and for many years was not only a 

reader at Masses but organised the rotas as well 

as helping out with the flower arranging. 

    Renée’s 100th birthday party was a really joyous 

occasion that she shared not only with her extend-

ed family, including her great grandchildren, but 

with neighbours and parishioners alike.  

    It has been an absolute pleasure to have met 

and known you and enjoyed your company. The 

years have not diminished your smile, your sense 

of humour and your zest for life.  

May you enjoy many more years of good health 

and happiness, 

_______________________________Roger Browning 

Congratulations to Renée Kingston: 100 Years Young 
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I grew up in the parish of St Teresa’s, Aspley, in the 
Diocese of Nottingham. I was always involved in the 
life of the parish as a child and teenager, as often as 
not doing odd jobs that didn’t fit anyone else’s remit. 
This saw me at various times cutting grass (the Bishop 
was coming and the gardener was sick), climbing lad-
ders (helping to prepare the Altar of Repose), and fix-
ing computers (when the PP had, once again, messed 
with the formatting of the newsletter). When I look 
back on this time, I can see the beginnings of what I 
now understand as a vocation to diaconal service. I 
later moved to Birmingham to study and, after marry-
ing and qualifying as a teacher, got a job and decided 
to stay!  
      The diaconate was first mentioned to me about 
eight or nine years ago, whilst on a school pilgrimage 
to Lourdes. At that point, I knew virtually nothing 
about the permanent diaconate, but if someone else 
had seen the possibility in me, perhaps there was 
something to consider. Around this time, I began re-
citing the major hours of the Divine Office regularly, 
and asking for discernment in my daily prayers. 
      A few months later, out of the blue, my parish 
priest at the time asked if I had ever considered be-
coming a deacon. As is often the case with those who 
pursue a vocation, more and more pieces were fitting 
together (as indeed, they still are). I went to speak 
with him and was put in touch with a deacon who sug-
gested a number of books which would give me more 
information. I read them eagerly, but quickly discov-
ered that while I felt more and more that a ministry of 
service was something I could well be called to, I was 
too young to enter formation. 
      Over the next few years I continued to pray for dis-
cernment and was buoyed up by the occasional times 
when someone would unexpectedly mention the diac-
onate to me. Each time this happened, I was able to 
answer that actually I had thought of it, but I was too 
young . . .  until one day it dawned on me that I wasn’t 
too young any more!  I dug out and reread those 
books and some new ones, and finally decided to ap-
proach Fr Philip after a year or so. By this point 
(January 2017), I had got into a circular mentality of 
‘I’m not worthy to be considering this,’ countered with 
‘perhaps I do have some attributes that could be de-
veloped in formation and given in service after ordina-
tion.’ In short, my discernment had become like a 
game of (spiritual and prayerful) tennis. 
      This is perhaps the paradox of diaconate formation: 
Holy Mother Church needs truly humble men to guide 
and form as deacons, in the image of Christ the serv-

Beginning a Journey: Reflections on Discerning a Vocation to the Diaconate 

ant; but that humility itself prevents them from com-
ing forward — how can the Church lead these men to 
have the courage to consider a vocation and ultimately 
to ask for her support in their discernment? For me, 
the answer is clear, and has been alluded to in a cou-
ple of places already: What is needed is the encour-
agement of other members of the Body of Christ —
clergy, religious and laity. A simple, casual comment 
about an individual’s vocation should never be under-
estimated — it might just be a key piece to a puzzle 
which that individual has been struggling with for 
years, or a powerful boon to someone pursuing or liv-
ing out God’s call for them. 
      These conversations are particularly relevant for 
younger people. Primary schools do a wonderful job 
encouraging children to be open to God, but by the 
mid teens the discussions in schools have moved away 
from ‘vocations’ and become ‘careers advice’; like so 
much in today’s world, authentic faith gives way to 
hollow secularism. We should never be daunted by or 
afraid of having conversations with people, young or 
not-so-young, about God’s plan for their (and our own) 
lives. 
      To conclude, I would ask you to please pray for me 
in my discernment and formation, but also to encour-
age those with whom you meet, particularly the young 
of our parish, to consider their path in life and what 
God may have in store for them. 
St Francis of Assisi, Ora pro nobis. 
_________________________________Martin Casey  

The AMI Big Itfar 
I was very lucky to be invited to the Big Itfar at 
the Al-Mahdi Institute (AMI) on a recent Friday in 
June. The AMI is a Muslim college in Northfield in 
what used to be a Christian Mission College and It-
far is the breaking of the fast in Ramadan. 
    This year is the fourth time that AMI have invit-
ed people from other faiths to join them in giving 
talks before breaking their fast. This year the topic 
was the environment and each speaker explained 
how their faith affected their approach. 
    We had one speaker each from Buddhism, Hindu-
ism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam. It was wonder-
ful to hear how they all agreed on looking after 
God’s creation but had different ways of expressing 
it or had a different emphasis. We also had poems 
and hymns. 
    Then there was evening prayer followed by a very 
tasty meal. The meals were served on trays similar 
to airline trays but were made from sugar waste 
fibre instead of plastic or polystyrene, which will be 
good for the environment! It was one of those 
events when the community can come together and 
help to reduce barriers.__WINDOW Correspondent    
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A wonderful and very blessed three days of pilgrimage 

were enjoyed by a group of parishioners when  we 
visited Walsingham, the National Shrine of Our Lady 
— England’s Nazareth. Thanks must go to Fr Philip for 
his spiritual leadership and to Isobel for her excellent 
organization! 
    Walsingham is preparing for the rededication of Eng-
land as the Dowry of Mary in 2020 and as part of this 
the beautiful Slipper Chapel Statue of Our Lady of Wal-
singham will visit every English Cathedral between 
2018 and 2020. Look out for the visit to Birmingham. 
    We stayed at Elmham House, the Shrine’s own 
guesthouse, and were very well looked after. Adjacent 
is the Church of the Annunciation, where we shared in 
our Votive Mass of Our Lady of Walsingham on the 
Friday evening. 
    On Saturday morning we  made the procession to 
the Shrine (see photograph), whilst praying the rosary. 
The brilliant sunshine that we enjoyed on the proces-
sion, and indeed throughout the entire pilgrimage, felt 
symbolic of the warmth of Our Lady’s love that was 
surrounding us. 
    At the Shrine, we shared in the Angelus and then 
Holy Mass led by the Bishop of Brentwood, with fellow 
pilgrims filling the Chapel of Reconciliation and Shrine 
grounds. The Angelus is perhaps the simplest way to 
understand the message of Walsingham, Mary’s open-
ness to God’s call. 

    Our programme provided many opportunities for 
prayer and worship as well as free time to explore and 
reflect within the shrines, Abbey and gardens of Wal-
singham (and perhaps also share in a beverage or 
two). It is a special place. 
    We give thanks for the grace of a happy pilgrimage 
and the fellowship we shared, and look to Our Blessed 
Lady’s example so that we like Mary may seek to say 
yes to God in our lives.  

Our Lady of Walsingham, pray for us. 
_____________________________________Sue Allen 

St Dunstan’s and St Jude’s Walsingham Pilgrimage 
Friday 25th ̶  Sunday 27th May 2018 

    So on to the focal point of our day — a visit to the 
Cathedral and the service of Choral Evensong, the 
equivalent to Catholic Vespers – Evening Prayer. We 
were delighted that Fr Simon was able to come and join 
with his parishioners. 
    We can look on Lichfield Cathedral (now sadly, no 
longer ours) as the original foundation of our present 
day diocese of Birmingham, as it was here in the sev-
enth century that Chad was appointed first Bishop of 
the see of Lichfield and in the nineteenth century be-
came Patron Saint of the newly established Archdio-
cese of Birmingham. 
    On our twenty-first century pilgrimage, we were able 
to appreciate the uplifting sounds of the Cathedral choir 
of some twelve boys and a similar number of men as 
the liturgy unfolded its timeless beauty before our rapt 
attention. 
    Then sadly back in the Mimi Bus for our return trip 
to Kings Heath, with a huge thank you to Mary and 
Roger who not only took us there and back but calmly 
negotiated the difficulties of parking in situations not 
very obvious. Thank you! You both have got the job. 

Many thanks.____________________Carmel Holleran      

Trip to Lichfield 

A group from St Jude's & St Dunstan's set off in a min-
ibus early on 22 March. Our pilgrimage was extra spe-
cial as we had three children travelling with us. 
    When we arrived at Lichfield town centre, we got to 
know each other over lunch, chatting and having a 
laugh, and then had ample time to explore Lichfield in 
the afternoon. For some, it was their first visit to the 
city, for others an opportunity to extend our knowledge 
and get better acquainted with it charms. 
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Ever since the days of Canon O’Sullivan there has 

been a prayer group on and off at St. Dunstan’s 

Church.  

About three years ago, with the help of Fr Roger, 

our curate at the time, we held a Renewal Pro-

gramme, which consisted of weekly talks by well-

known speakers in the Charismatic movement. 

This event brought in many parishioners and the 

Conference Room was bursting out with people. It 

was an amazing time and everyone enjoyed the 

experience. After the seminars had finished, the 

people who were involved asked if there was any-

thing else to follow this experience.  We said, ‘Yes, 

we have a prayer group’, and many said they 

would try and come.  

Sometime after this, members of the Sion Commu-

nity came to lead our Parish Mission and the de-

sire for Charismatic prayer was again nurtured.  

Many people made a commitment to attend the 

prayer group regularly. 

We begin about 7.30 pm on the first and third 

Sundays of the month with tea coffee and biscuits 

and we finish at 9.00 pm.   

So, what do we do in our prayer meeting? 

We begin seated in a semi-circle, blessing our-

selves and asking St. Michael for protection.  The 

main focus of the meeting is to praise God 

through prayer and song.  It’s a great warm up 

when we begin to sing our praises, as it helps to 

raise our spirit when we focus on Our God to give 

Him thanks for all He has done for us. 

Sometimes we have a theme based on the time of 

year, like Pentecost, Christmas, Easter.  Sometimes 

we read the day’s Gospel, and then we share what 

that reading says to us and what it means to us.  

What do we hear God saying to us personally?  

We then gather our thoughts and if anything 

should strike us about the reading we share it.  

We then share how we feel.  This is where it helps 

us to belong to the community through that type 

of prayer sharing.  How else can we ever learn 

and know what God wants to say and teach us if 

we don’t make the time to hear what each person 

experiences and understands?  This is called LEC-

TIO DIVINA.  

Then there are other times when we just go with 

the flow of the Spirit and people give witness to 

the  experiences they have had in the week, which 

they want to share with the group.  

By the way, no one is forced to give this kind of 

testimony; we also welcome silent prayers.  In 

fact, we have periods of silence in our prayer time 

to allow God’s Spirit to move us and speak to our 

hearts.  

So, to sum up, we Worship, Adore, Listen and In-

tercede for Our Community and Our Parish. 

Why do we Pray like this? 

We believe that we cannot be Catholics on our 

own.  We need to commune so as to help us to 

grow in friendship with God and with each other, 

and we do this when we share our life’s experi-

ence.  

We often gather to belong to our community and 

to learn about God through one another’s prayers.  

Prayer is a wonderful gift but more beautiful 

when it is shared with the people who genuinely 

want to love you as you are. 

It’s a great opportunity for all of us to take time to 

meditate after the Holy Mass and to re-listen 

attentively to the readings of the day, which 

makes it all become more meaningful.  We some-

times have musicians or we use recorded music to 

help us in our praise.  It brings us all together to 

enjoy the fruits of God’s love in such special mo-

ments. 

We believe that God calls us to pray together in 

worship with songs and praise.  Remember that 

King David praised God with song and dancing.  

It is wonderful to express our love for God in this 

way. 

At the end of each meeting, we bless ourselves 

and sing one final hymn and that is ’Bind us to-

gether Lord’. 

It is a great blessing to have a parish prayer group 

here at St. Dunstan’s.  You are all very welcome to 

join us.  We look forward to sharing your friend-

ship and love.  God Bless us all.  

  Your friend, 
_______________________________Georgette O’Neil 
 
 

The Parish Prayer Group 
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April marked the end of a very successful series of 
family-focused justice and peace workshops, ex-
ploring faith in action on a range of topics: Peace, 
Poverty, Care for Creation and Refugees.  

Each session included activities, prayer and shar-
ing food together, and was designed to encourage 
participation from people of any age – all working 
together. 

We received some good feedback from families. 
One, in my mind, made the entire programme 
worthwhile: ‘I had never connected these issues 
to church.’ For so many people ‘church’ is bound 
in the church walls, purely sacramental in nature. 
We aimed, and I hope achieved, to make the Gos-
pel and Church teaching something lived and 
breathed.  

When we explored poverty, we linked the causes 
of poverty with Church teaching on human dignity 
and reflected on ways we could help those less 
fortunate than ourselves. We also used the exam-
ple given by Jesus in the Gospels as a means of 
getting us to think of our personal responses to 
the poverty that is present in any modern city, as 
well as around the world. When we covered the 
issue of caring for the environment, we didn’t 
look at it from a large scale perspective: ice packs 

melting, massive temperature changes and the 
increasing number of ‘super storms’. Instead, we 
focused on what Pope Francis calls each of us to 
do in the encyclical ‘Laudato Si’. Our aim was to 
get people thinking what they, as a family, could 
do. This ranged from thinking about composting 
more, planting trees, lowering the amount of sin-
gle-use plastics used or just recycling more. For 
our session on refugees we attempted to bust 
some of the myths about refugees: for example, 
explaining the difference between a refugee and 
an asylum seeker and presenting some facts 
about the number of refugees in this country. We 
also wanted to remind people of something I cer-
tainly learned at primary school: Jesus was a refu-
gee, Mary his mother, and ours, was a refugee. A 
young first time mother, her infant and her hus-
band were forced to cross borders and seek ref-
uge in Egypt. People sometimes ask me why Pope 
Francis cares so much for refugees and migrants. 
The answer is that not only is it right and just to 
care for them but our Saviour was one of them.  

If you’d be interested in helping your family ex-
plore putting faith into action please see http://
www.justicefaithfamily.org/ 
______________________________Jack Edwards 
________________________Columban Volunteer 

Family Justice and Peace Activities 

At a meeting in the Conference Room on 27 Feb-
ruary, Mr Peter Brownhill of Brownhill Hayward 
Brown Chartered Architects gave an explanatory 
talk on the planned alterations to the church build-
ings. In the church itself, the high altar will be 
moved to a central position on the sanctuary and 
the tabernacle will be returned to its old position 
behind the altar. The floor will be re-laid and a 
more economical underfloor heating system will 
be installed. There will also be up-to-date lighting 
and sound equipment and accommodation down-
stairs for the choir, complete with a new organ. 
The area between the back entrance and the old 
community centre will be glassed in to form an 
atrium with toilet facilities. Mr Brownhill was very  
helpful in answering a variety of questions from 
parishioners about the reasons for the changes and 
the practicalities of the building work. His hope 
was that work would begin during the summer. 

Alterations to the Church buildings 

We are grateful to Mr Brownhill for supplying us with this architect’s 
impression of what the outside of the church will look like.___Editors  

http://www.justicefaithfamily.org/
http://www.justicefaithfamily.org/


15 

Sunday April 22nd did not seem a promising day 

to go for a walk as it was chilly and it looked like 

it was going to rain.  I had been looking forward 

to our first ‘Churches Together in Kings Heath’ 

walk, however, so I dressed in warm waterproof 

clothes and set off to meet the other walkers at 

The Hub at 2.15 pm. The walk had been suggested 

and organized by Heather Smithson, a member of 

the Society of Friends, and about twelve of us 

were there at the start.  We were all given a warm 

welcome inside The Hazelwell Church and joined 

in prayer before setting off towards Kings Heath.  

We set off down Kings Road and up the hill to 

Grove Road, with the group seeming to grow in 

size as we went along.  Eventually, about twenty 

of us arrived at The Quaker Meeting House where 

we were invited in to look around or rest our legs. 

We continued our walk with lots of talk through 

Kings Heath Park, down Avenue Road and 

through Highbury Park, up Valentine Road and 

into Cambridge Road Methodist Church, where 

the Jazz Church were socialising before their 4.00 

pm service.  Ten minutes later we were outside 

again and walked down Poplar Road to The New 

Life Baptist Church.  There we stopped once again 

to chat with the folk inside and all the time the 

walking group seemed to increase in size.  We left 

at the allotted time to stroll up Kings Heath High 

Street to the village square, where we were invit-

ed inside All Saints Church.  We continued our 

conversations there until someone said tea was 

about to be served at St Dunstan’s Church.  It was 

a short walk across the High Street and there must 

have been at least thirty of us who made our way 

into St Dunstan’s recently refurbished Conference 

Room.  A team of lovely people served us tea, 

coffee and biscuits, which was much appreciated. 

We then moved on at leisure into the church. 

    Personally, I did not notice the time passing or 

the distance we walked, because I so enjoyed the 

company of all the interesting people I met. I do 

hope we can have another walk soon. 

______________________________Andrene Skinner 

The complete walk was four miles. Since nearly thirty people 
took part, they have shared a journey of about 120 miles 
with refugees whose walk will not have been so pleasant. 

         Ecumenical Walk in Solidarity with Refugees 

Bishop Andrew Francis RIP 
June 6th was the first anniversary of the death 
of Bishop Andrew Francis, who was well known 
and loved here at St Dunstan’s.   

Memorial services were held in many parts of 
Pakistan for Bishop Andrew, including Sacred 
Heart Cathedral in Lahore and Holy Redeemer 
Cathedral in Multan, where he was Bishop.  
There was a huge response from local communi-
ties, with hundreds of people attending these 
services which were televised by Pakistan Cath-
olic TV.  Tribute was paid to Bishop Andrew for 
his tireless work for Christians in Pakistan and 
for his establishment in Pakistan of many devo-
tional Christian traditions. 

His nephew, Father Cecil OMI, is preparing a 
book about Bishop Andrew’s life.  If anyone has 
any stories or reminiscences, these would be 
welcomed and can be sent on. 

__________________________Nuala Bielby 

Bishop Challoner students win prizes in 
Columban Centenary Schools Competition 

Ahlaam Moledina, a student at Bishop Challoner Cath-
olic College, wrote the winning article in a competition 
for 15-18-year-olds held by the Far East magazine to 
mark the centenary of the Columban Missionary Socie-
ty. The topic set was ’Migrants are our neighbours’.  
The winning video on the same topic was filmed at St 
Chad’s Sanctuary by Francesca Bruno (18) and Mary 
Gurdin (17), who are also Bishop Challoner students. 
      Ahlaam, aged 17, paid tribute in her article to the 
kind welcome she and her siblings received in their 
Catholic primary school, when they came to Britain in 
2010 from the United Arab Emirates.  She reflected 
that ‘in the confusion of being young and uneducated 
and foreign, we were comforted by the repeated man-
tra of “migrants are our neighbours” that seeped out 
of every RE lesson’. Now at Bishop Challoner, she 
quoted the words of Pope Francis that, ‘for us Christ-
ians, hospitality offered to the weary traveller is 
offered to Jesus Christ himself’. One judge described 
her piece as ’a gripping personal story which success-
fully wove together religious and political awareness’. 
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Recently, I watched the BBC series ‘The City and 
the City’. It describes a city in a post-Soviet coun-
try that has been divided into two, not with walls 
but with an unbreakable code of not observing 
what was happening on the other side. Even if the 
other side is the opposite side of a street. People 
have learnt to ignore the things they are not 
meant to see. 

Here in Birmingham things are not that different. 
There is a publicity industry devoted to producing 
articles telling us what to focus on: 20 Best Things 
To Do when we visit Birmingham, 10 Best New 
Nightspots, 5 Best Up And Coming Suburbs to live 
in.  Let’s think positively, let’s be the best Birming-
ham we can be. Let’s not look straight in front of 
us, at the beggars on the pavements, at the 
homeless in doorways and pedestrian subways. 
Let’s put them safely out of sight. They are not 
part of the city we want to be. 

In recent years, this attitude has become so prev-
alent that there has been opposition to helping 
the homeless in Birmingham City Centre; appar-
ently gatherings of homeless people result in anti- 
social behaviour and littering.  

Do those with a roof over their heads behave any 
better? A few days ago I cycled down Broad Street 
on Friday evening. There were several ambulanc-
es waiting for the inevitable casualties of a good 
night out. No one was complaining about anti-
social behaviour because money was being made. 
It appears that paying £5 a pint gives people the 
right to collapse on the street, receive immediate 
medical attention, and be cleaned up after. Enter-
tainment is an industry to be proud of, its excess-
es are indulged. 

In April I gave a talk to a group of local Christian 
artists called the Sputnik Collective. My subject 
was poetry and the local poetry scene, but I also 
touched on art in general. Some people ask, is 

there such a thing as Christian art? Is there a spec-
trum between art with religious and non-religious 
subjects.   

For me this misses the point. Art becomes Chris-
tian when it is prayerful art, and prayer can be a 
dangerous thing. It takes away simple answers, it 
takes away the ability to ignore uncomfortable 
truths, it exposes the world of easy sound bites 
around us as hollow and deceptive. Prayer gives 
us back the ability to see the whole picture. It 
gives us a hunger for the full truth rather than the 
edited information we are presented with. It gives 
us compassion for those who have been edited 
out. It makes us realise that they must be brought 
back into view, because they are as much the peo-
ple of our city as we are. 

After watching ‘The City and the City’, I prayed 
and felt my eyes opening a little wider. I wrote 
this prose poem. 

The City and The City 

I knew there was another city, just beyond where 
I was permitted to look, but sometimes my eyes 
strayed, from the gorgeous windows of designer 
stores, to the sleeping bags in the alleyway. From 
the shopping centre’s ample curves, to wrecks of 
people huddled in the access doorway. 

We even have roads, their two sides in these two 
different cities, where the eyes with money must 
never meet the eyes with outstretched needs.  

This invisible border policed, but only for out-
stretched hands that dare to plead, dare to make 
eye contact, dare to speak, dare breach the sooth-
ing silence this city needs to sleep, and to put oth-
ers to sleep.  

Ease yourselves, here are 20 Reasons To Visit Bir-
mingham, 20 photographs well framed, to hide 
the other city. Pay no attention to hands that dare 
to reach, pay no attention as they are handcuffed, 
led away, to deeper, better hidden  places in the 
other city. So we can live as though we are com-
fortably, so comfortably asleep. 
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