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TODAY AT ST DUNSTAN’S 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm - Holy Mass     Des O’Leary (RIP) 

Sunday 10.00am 
12 noon 

- 
- 

Sung Mass      
Holy Mass 

Violet Connor (RIP) 
Pat Shortt (RIP)  

 6.30pm - Holy Mass Ned and Annie Sheridan and Garry 
Greenfield 

 

TODAY AT ST JUDE’S 

Saturday Vigil  
Sunday  

6.30pm 
11.00am 

- 
- 

Holy Mass 
Sung Mass  

Herby Cummins (RIP) 
Hilda and Eddie Walsh (RIP) 

St Dunstan’s 
Kingsfield Road, 
Kings Heath, 
B14 7JN 
 

Sunday 22nd December 2019 
www.stdunstanandstjude.co.uk 

 

 

As today we light the last of the Advent candles our attention focuses rightly on that 
extraordinary woman through whom the whole work of our redemption became possible 
– the Blessed Virgin Mary. Because we are so familiar with the Christmas story, we may 
have a tendency to assume that for Mary it was all so easy and straightforward. But, as 
today’s gospel reading reminds us, God’s choice of Mary almost brought her married 
life to an end before it had even begun, and that Joseph, and the rest of the family, 
would more than likely have said some  harsh things to Mary - for she, and the child she 
had conceived, became a scandal and embarrassment. Into the mix, though, comes 
Joseph’s receptivity to the promptings of God. He accepts Mary at her word and 
welcomes her into his home – and his family house and line of David. It was the father’s 
prerogative in that culture to name a son, and by naming him Jesus, Joseph adopts 
Jesus as his own. 
 

Joseph had such a valuable role to play as husband of Mary, foster-father of the Lord, 
and guardian of the Holy Family…..and yet not a single word he said is recorded in the 
gospels! A man of action – not a talker! 
 

Sadly, the role of ‘fatherhood’ is often played down today or seen as superfluous or 
unimportant. As we remember St Joseph today, it is a good moment to remember the 
special role that fathers are willed by God to play in our lives. Jesus would teach his 
disciples to call God ‘Father’. Surely it was from this model fatherhood of St Joseph that 
Jesus’ image of the fatherhood of God took shape and formed his life of prayer: Our 
Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

 
 

The readings and prayers for 
Sunday Mass are on page 90  

 of the Parish Mass book. 
The Rite of Mass is on page 7. 

Divine Office: Week 4 
Latin Mass Setting on page 73.  
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ST DUNSTAN’S THIS WEEK 

Monday 23rd  
Advent Feria   

 9.30am 
 

Holy Mass  

 
Sean Sweeney (RIP) 

Tuesday 24th   
Advent Feria 

5.00pm 
11.30pm 
Midnight 

Vigil Mass of Christmas  
Carols and Readings  
Solemn First Mass of 
Christmas Night 

Liam Corcoran (RIP)  
 
Edward Lawlor (RIP) 

Wednesday 25th   

SOLEMNITY OF 
THE NATIVITY 
OF THE LORD 

  9.00am  
11.00am  
 
 

Mass of the Dawn  
Sung Mass with children’s 
visit to the crib 
Church closes after Holy Mass 

Ina Glennon  
Ellen Slattery  

Thursday 26th        

St Stephen    
11.00am 
  

Holy Mass  
Church closes after Holy Mass 

 

Carolyn Cunningham (RIP) 

Friday 27th    
St John    

11.00am 
 

Holy Mass  
Church closes after Holy Mass 

 

Paul and Mary Collins (RIP)  

Saturday 28th          11.00am Holy Mass  Sonny Nash (RIP) 

Holy Innocents    FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

   5.30pm Holy Mass  Imelda Mullins (RIP) 

Sunday 29th         
Feast of the 
Holy Family   

10.00am 
12 noon 
 
  6.30pm  

Sung Mass  
Holy Mass  
 
Holy Mass  

Agnes Byrne (Ints.) 
Deceased members of the 
McGlacken family  
Brendan Mulvey (RIP) 

ST JUDE’S THIS WEEK 

Tuesday 24th     

Advent Feria 
 6.30pm   
 7.00pm 

Carols and Readings  
Vigil Mass of Christmas 

 
Janelle Warnbura (Ints.) 

Wednesday 25th   

SOLEMNITY OF 
THE NATIVITY 
OF THE LORD 

10.00am 
 

Mass of the Day with 
Carols  
 

McLaughlin, Larkin and 
Rogers families  

Saturday 28th        FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

  6.30pm Holy Mass Timothy Lyons (Ann.) 

Sunday 29th   
Feast of the 
Holy Family   

11.00am Sung Mass  Mary and Michael Dunleavy 
(RIP) 

SATURDAY                St Dunstan’s:   11.30am – 12.30pm and 4.45pm – 5.15pm 
CONFESSIONS                St Jude’s:   5.45pm – 6.15pm 

COLLECTIONS 
Gift Aid 
Non-Gift Aid 
Jubilee Fund 
Fabric Fund 
Church Flowers  

St Dunstan’s 
£   622.44 
£1,071.29 
£    698.11 
- 
£   411.26 

St Jude’s 
£126.50 
£165.29 
- 
£112.61 
£  34.75 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
 
There are no second collections 
today or next weekend. 

 



 

Sacrament of Baptism The next Baptism preparation meeting will be held on 
Tuesday 4th February, at 7.45pm in the Conference Room.  Parents are asked to 
bring proof of their own Baptism in the Catholic Church. To book a place at the 
meeting, please call 458 6681 or 07505 363791. 
Safeguarding If you have any concerns in respect of safeguarding, please do not 
hesitate to contact Annette McGrath either personally at 10am Sunday Mass at St 
Dunstan’s or via Fr Philip, Fr Simon or Deacon David. 
QE Hospital If you or a relative are in hospital for any time, Fr Charles Miller is the 
full-time Catholic Chaplain.  You can notify him on the following numbers: NON-
URGENT: 0121 371 4568 URGENT /EMERGENCY please speak to ward staff.  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
All the sick and housebound – both at home and in hospital. 
The recently departed – James Patrick Kelly, Marie-Therese Burbot, Catherine 
Sugrue, Caroline Sharp, Jean Robinson, and all those who mourn their loss. 
 
 

 
 

We look forward to seeing you all at the Christmas celebrations, and welcoming 
visitors in our midst. Although the ‘bit of a squeeze’ Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve 
seems to have dominated in past years, why not consider coming to one of the other 
traditional celebrations of Christmas. Midnight Mass in the candlelight has a special 
character of its own marking the hour of the birth of the Lord. For those with young 
families, the Mass of the Day with children’s visit to the crib is a wonderful way to 
begin the celebration of Christmas Day. But…whenever you come to the altar and 
crib in celebration of the birth of the Lord… 

Fr Philip, Fr Simon, Deacon David and Sister Catherine 
wish you a very happy and blessed Christmas. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tomorrow ends Advent, and by tomorrow night it will have changed into Christmas! 
There is a lovely Christmas blessing that is an apt reminder of what we should pray 
for as we celebrate the feast of the birth of the Saviour:  
May the humility of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, the 
obedience of Mary and Joseph, the joy of the angels, and the peace of the 
Christ Child be God’s gift to us this Christmas time.  
 

Fr Philip, Fr Simon, Deacon David and Sister Catherine 
wish you a very happy and blessed Christmas. 

 

 

IN THE PARISH MASS BOOK, THE CHRISTMAS READINGS ARE AS 
FOLLOWS: 

Christmas Eve 5.00 pm are on page 95. 
Christmas Eve 7.00 pm and Midnight are on page 98. 
 

Christmas Day 9.00 am are on page 101. 
Christmas Day 10.00 am and 11.00 am are on page 103. 
 

The Rite of Mass is on page 7. 
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Christmas Offering Envelopes are 
available at the back of both churches. Do 
please use them – especially if you are 
away at Christmas and wish to make a 
donation towards the upkeep of your 
priests. The Christmas offering (with 
Easter) are the priest’s main source of 
income for such things as taxing and 
insuring our cars and other living and 
working expenses. 
St Jude’s Christmas Decorations 
Helpers are needed to decorate the church 
ready for Christmas and to serve 
refreshments. Meet in church after Mass 
today (Sunday) where there will also be 
mince pies, tea and coffee.   
There will a Retiring Collection after the 
Christmas Masses at St Dunstan’s to go 
towards the cost of the ongoing works in 
the church. Hopefully it will provide visitors, 
or those of the parish who haven’t been at 
Mass for a time, to make a donation if they 
wish. 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
There will be no adoration on Friday 27th 
December. There will be adoration as 
usual after the 11am Mass on Saturday 
and the Noon Mass on Sunday.  
Homeless Christmas Dinner at 
Birmingham Anglican Cathedral is held 
each year by volunteers for those on the 
streets. Again, the funding has been 
limited for this, but the Parish has been 
able to contribute £400 towards this 
worthwhile event from the monies 
collected in the St Anthony box at St 
Dunstan’s. 
Christmas Card Boxes Don’t forget to 
collect Christmas cards that have been left 
by fellow parishioners in the boxes at the 
tunnel entrance to St Dunstan’s Church 
and on the table in the porch area at St 
Jude’s Church.  Cards will be left in church 

until Sunday 5th January. 
 
 

 
 
Crib Offerings will be going to the charity 
Beyond the Horizon - a local charity 
which helps children and young people 
and their families who have been affected 
by loss, bereavement or domestic abuse.  
This charity has been used in some of our 
schools following bereavement, and they 
rely on donations for funding their work.  
St Stephen’s Day Mass on Thursday 26th 
December in St Dunstan’s, to which all our 
servers are invited as we give thanks for 
their ministry and service to the Lord at the 
altar. 
Children’s Crib Service on Sunday 
January 5th (Feast of the Epiphany) at 2pm. 
The last rehearsal will be today after the 
10am Mass. For those with children 
involved please meet in church at 1.30pm. 
Following the Nativity there will be a 
Christmas prayers and Benediction.  
St Dunstan’s Church will remain open 
throughout the day on Mondays and 
Wednesdays and will be closed at 6.30pm. 
Post-Christmas Church Cleaners 
Needed! If you could lend a hand to give a 
quick brush and mop after the Christmas 
rush at St Dunstan’s on Friday morning 
after Mass that would be great. Also, the 
usual Wednesday morning cleaning slot, 
beginning again on Wednesday January 
8th could do with some extra help. It was 
great to see a few more volunteers last 
time! to lend a hand to keep our church  
The Choir at St Dunstan’s leads the 
singing at 10am Mass each Sunday. Of 
course, the Christmas Masses are central 
to our Parish celebrations. Contact Annette 
McGrath on 444 770, or simply come and 
join the choir on a Sunday morning - you 
will be made most welcome. 
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