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The Parish of St Dunstan and St Jude 
Thirty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

and Remembrance Sunday 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Sat 7th      
 

5.30pm – 6.15pm Adoration  

Sun 8th  THIRTY-SECOND 
SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

9.15am – 10am (St Jude’s) 

10.30-11.15am 

12noon -12.45pm 

6.30pm – 7.00pm 

Adoration  

Adoration 

Adoration  

Adoration 

Mon 9th      The Dedication of the 
Lateran Basilica  

9.30am – 10.00am Adoration 

Tues 10th       St Leo the Great 10.00am – 10.30am (St Jude’s) Adoration 

  7.00pm – 7.30pm  Adoration 

Wed 11th  St Martin of Tours   9.30am – 10.00am 

11.00am (St Jude’s) 

Adoration 

Requiem Mass for Jim Moy 

Thurs 12th            St Josaphat  7.00pm – 7.30pm Adoration 

Fri 13th    Feria 9.30am – 10.00am 

10.30am 

7.00pm – 7.30pm 

Adoration 

Funeral service for Ronald Scicluna 
 
Adoration 

Sat 14th     Feria  11.00am – 1.00pm Adoration 

  5.30pm – 6.15pm  Adoration 

Sun 15th      THIRTY-THIRD 
SUNDAY ON 
ORDINARY TIME 

9.15am – 10.00am (St Jude’s) 

10.30am – 1.00pm 

6.30pm – 7.00pm 

Adoration 

Adoration 

Adoration  

Masses will be offered privately each day by the priests, and all intentions which have been previously booked will 
be honoured.  
Prayer themes for this week: Sunday -Family, friends and loved ones; Monday – schools colleges children and 
young people; Tuesday – the elderly, isolated and vulnerable; -Wednesday – Businesses, the work place and 
economic wellbeing; Thursday – NHS and other key workers; Friday – National and Local government; Saturday – 
all who are grieving, and all suffering with physical and mental ill-health. 
During this week, Masses will be offered for: Denis Quinn (RIP), Kurian (RIP), Holy Souls, Jean and Pierre Hernu 
(RIP), Paddy Collins, Fr John (Ints.), Fr Simon (Ints.), Rose Bradley (RIP), Mary McGarrell (Ints), Larkin, McLoughlin 
and Rogers families, Bridie Kilmartin (Ints.), Sister Ursula Doherty, John Darcy (RIP), Kathy Glennon (RIP, Don 
Sammons (RIP), The Gordon family (Ints.), Varkey (RIP), Barbara McAndrew and Peter Marshall (RIP).

 
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. Philip Harrop 
Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr. John Waters 
Deacon: Rev. Mr. David Fairbotham  
Pastoral Assistant: Sr Catherine Burke 
 
 

Sunday 8th November 2020 
www.stdunstanandstjude.co.uk 
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Cardinal Nichols has released the following 
statement.  
“These Regulations prohibit the gathering of people for 
communal worship in churches and other religious 
buildings. Churches remain open and in use for activities 
other than communal worship, including personal prayer 
and support for those in need. Funeral Masses and 
funeral services may be held.  
Despite profound misgivings it is important that we, as 
responsible citizens, observe these Regulations, which 
have the force of law: “Remind them to be obedient to the 
officials in authority; to be ready to do good at every 
opportunity” Titus 3:1. 
We do this in solidarity with so many others on whom are 
being imposed restrictions which impact severely on their 
lives and livelihoods. It is also important to recognise that 
these Regulations are not an attack on religious belief. 
However, they do demonstrate a fundamental lack of 
understanding of the essential contribution made by faith 
communities to the well-being, resilience and health of 
our society. At this difficult moment, we ask that, as a 
Catholic community, we make full use of our churches as 
places of individual prayer and sources of solace and 
help.” 
____________________________________________ 
Sadly, we will not be gathering for the Blessing of 
Graves, but next Sunday more holy water, grave lights 
and prayer cards will be available.. We ask for a donation 
of £3 to cover the costs of the holy water bottle and grave 
light.  
 
The intercession box for the Holy Souls is in front of the 
altar. Please place in it the names of those you wish to 
be prayed pray for, and the priests offering Holy Mass will 
remember them in their Masses, 
 

A Meditation for November 
 
We seem to give them back to You, O God, who gave 
them first to us. Yet as You did not lose them in giving, 
so do we not lose them by their return.  Not as the world 
gives, do you give, O Lover of souls. What You give, You 
take not away, for what is Yours is ours if we are Yours. 
And life is eternal and love is immortal, and death is only 
a horizon, and a horizon is nothing, save the limit of our 
sight.  
Lift us up, strong Son of God, that we may see further; 
cleanse our eyes that we may see more clearly; draw us 
closer to Yourself that we may know ourselves to be 
nearer to our loved ones who are with You. And while 
You prepare a place for us, prepare us also for that happy 
place, that where You are we may be also for evermore. 
 

Act of Remembrance for today 
 
Let us remember before God and commend to his sure 
keeping those who have died for their country in war; 
those who we knew, and those whose memory we 
treasure, and all who have lived and died in the service 
of mankind.  
   
Almighty and eternal God, from whose love in Christ we 
cannot be parted, either by death or life: hear our prayers 
and thanksgivings for all whom we remember this day. 
Fulfil in them the purpose of your love, and bring us all, 

with them, to your eternal joys. Through Christ our Lord 
Amen.   
 
The Brandwood End Remembrance Service has been 
cancelled due to government measures. Over the past 
week wreath layers and organisations have been asked 
to visit independently and place their wreaths at the 
Cross of Sacrifice so they will all be in place for today. 
Please see the website www.fbec.org.uk 
 
Sunday Mass will be available via the Parish website 
and Social media pages from 9am this Sunday.  
 
When you come to church please do not leave 
newsletters in church after you have read them as 
they can become a source of infection. Please take 
them home with you. 
 
During these four weeks of special measures Holy 
Communion to the sick will be suspended. However, the 
sacraments are always available for those in danger of 
death. Please contact the presbytery.  
 
We pray for those who have died recently: John 
Johnston, Jim Moy, Sean Collins, Roland Scicluna and 
Robert Hunt. 
 
Government restrictions for funerals stipulate a 
maximum of 30 permitted for funerals.  
 
Baptisms cannot currently take place under the current 
Government restrictions.  
 
Could you commit time to be a Steward? More 
volunteers are always welcome - and may well prove 
necessary as winter draws near if the present pattern of 
services will continue each week. It is important to 
remember that private prayer cannot operate without 
them at this time, and if there aren’t stewards available, 
they will need to be cancelled. At the moment we are just 
managing to cover by asking those who are already 
stewards to do more. If you can help spread the load let 
us know - just speak with Fr Philip or Fr John or email the 
presbytery office.  
 
Confessions will be available during adoration on 
Saturday’s and Sundays. Please keep the time spent in 
the confessional to a minimum to make it as safe as 
possible and so that others have opportunity for the 
celebration of this sacrament. 
 
Church Cleaning will take place on Wednesday after 
adoration. If you can help you will be very welcome.  
 
Please note that the toilets will be closed due to 
COVID regulations and the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
will be out of bounds apart from Confession. 
 
Weekly offerings can be placed in the baskets in church 
or posted through the Presbytery letterbox. Please place 
offerings in either the usual Gift Aid envelopes or a plain 
envelope marked ‘St Dunstan’ or ‘St Jude’.  
 
Christmas Cards are available to buy from the Parish 
office on a Wednesday or Friday.  
 

https://www.fbec.org.uk/


St Jude’s School: All schools are required to consult 
periodically with parents and the wider community 
regarding the criteria they use to allocate Reception class 
places when there are more applicants for places than 
there are places available.  The proposed Admissions 
Policy for St. Jude's for 2022/23 is now available to read 
on their school website (www.stjuderc.bham.sch.uk). Any 
comments which you would like to make are welcome in 
writing to the Clerk of Governors or via email 
(enquiry@stjuderc.bham.sch.uk) by November 25th. 
 
Bishop Challoner and St Dunstan’s Parish Youth 
Group meet via Zoom on Wednesdays 6.30 – 7.10pm. 
Contact staff-chaplains@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk 
for more information and to register your interest. 
 
Parish Emails: we are transitioning to being part of the 
Diocesan wide email system so from the 1st November 
the email address stdunstan.bham@rcaob.org.uk – we 
will continue to monitor our current email account but 
gradually this will cease and it would be helpful if you 
could adjust our email address in your contact list please.  
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion: My Jesus, I believe 
that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love 
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were already there and unite 
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated 
from You. Amen. 
 

Homily for the 32nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 
The tell-tale signs of an imminent lock down were soon 
seen – shoppers groaning under the weight of packets of 
dried pasta and loo roll – a last minute scramble to make 
sure that they had enough toilet paper and spaghetti 
Bolognese to get them through to 2023. There is, of 
course, something contagious about panic buying–it 
makes everyone else nervous and wondering whether 
they are prepared and ready – have they done enough!  
 
Today’s gospel also has some panicky people – they are 
the foolish bridesmaids. They were caught out because 
they lacked the oil they needed for the long run, and in 
running around trying to find some more they missed the 
wedding itself – the whole reason for them being there. 
Of course, Jesus isn’t concerned about oil or bridesmaids 
– his concern is for our eternal salvation – the wedding 
feast of heaven – where Christ and his bride the Church 
will enjoy the beauty of Gods face for ever. 
 
It seems as though the oil that we need a good supply of, 
is code for good works - works of charity. That our 
catholic faith isn’t lived in a vacuum divorced from 
everyday life, it’s not a state of mind or a private matter – 
but that our faith needs to be grounded in charity, mercy 
and loving kindness. So at requiem Masses the priest not 
only leads us in prayers for the one who has died, but he 
leads us in prayer for the living too -  praying that we may 
not be surprised by a sudden or unprovided death - 
caught short like the foolish bridesmaids  - but that by 
living a good life we may be people ever watching for the 
Lord when he comes. As Catholic Christians  we are 

called to the love the Lord our God with our whole hearts 
and our neighbours as ourselves.  
Both are essential. 
 
The government too has been putting together a list of 
things it thinks to be essential in this lockdown Mark 2. 
There are places that must stay open :  schools, 
universities, bargain booze - and places that mustn’t.  
 
We have been told that churches must close - unless they 
are being used for funerals, to broadcast acts of worship 
(as long as there are no people), for child care, food 
banks, blood transfusions and lastly private prayer. 
Isn’t it strange that when it comes to churches – prayer 
comes last in the list, almost grudgingly – and that the 
primary purpose for which a church is built – the 
gathering of the people to  worship  almighty God – 
seems of little importance – indeed it’s deemed 
nonessential.  
 
Nevertheless, we are where we are – frustrating though 
it is after all the efforts we have made to make our 
gatherings in church safe.  
 
But we can use this time positively and well – a moment 
of grace.  
 
Firstly, our churches are open for us to come and pray, 
and the leaders of the different Christian communities 
and churches have come together to urge all the baptised 
of the country to pray for the various needs of our 
communities, families and nation. Each day from today 
there will be a particular focus for prayer that you can see 
on the website or newsletter. Today we focus on family, 
friends and loved ones – perhaps those especially who 
are sick or troubled, those we can’t see, or those that are 
isolated. 
 
Secondly, each Saturday and Sunday, at the times when 
there is adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, a priest will 
be available for confessions at least some of that time in 
the side chapel. Use him! Confession is one of those 
things many Catholics just don’t get around to doing, or 
just putting it off. It would be wonderful if every single one 
of us – priests and people – would snatch the opportunity 
during this fallow time to make a good confession over 
these four weekends ….and why not, just in case the PM 
changes his mind again and allows Mass in a couple of 
weeks’ time - come along next Sunday or Saturday. After 
all, the feast of Christmas is just a few weeks away and it 
will be wonderful to be a wise bridesmaid and be ready 
when it comes – and indeed, when the Lord comes to 
take us home – so that when he calls we may enter into 
eternal glory.  
For as a wise politician once said – never waste a crisis! 
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
 

 
FIRST READING      Wisdom 6:12-16 
 
Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. By those who 
love her she is readily seen, and found by those who look 
for her. Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she 
makes herself known to them. Watch for her early and 
you will have no trouble; you will find her sitting at your 
gates. Even to think about her is understanding fully 
grown; be on the alert for her and anxiety will quickly 
leave you. She herself walks about looking for those who 
are worthy of her and graciously shows herself to them 
as they go, in every thought of theirs coming to meet 
them. 
 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
    

R: For you my soul is thirsting, O God, my God. 
 
O God, you are my God, for you I long; 
for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you 
like a dry, weary land without water. R. 
 
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary 
to see your strength and your glory. 
For your love is better than life, 
my lips will speak your praise. R. 
 
So I will bless you all my life, 
in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 
my mouth shall praise you with joy. R. 
 
On my bed I remember you. 
On you I muse through the night  
for you have been my help;  
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. R. 

 
 
SECOND READING              1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  
 
We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those 
who have died, to make sure that you do not grieve about 
them, like the other people who have no hope. We 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be 
the same for those who have died in Jesus: God will bring 
them with him. We can tell you this from the Lord’s own 
teaching, that any of us who are left alive until the Lord’s 
coming will not have any advantage over those who have 
died. At the trumpet of God, the voice of the archangel 
will call out the command and the Lord himself will come 
down from heaven; those who have died in Christ will be 
the first to rise, and then those of us who are still alive will 
be taken up in the clouds, together with them; to meet the 
Lord in the air. So we shall stay with the Lord for ever. 
With such thoughts as these you should comfort one 
another. 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Stay awake and stand ready, 
because you do not know the hour 
when the Son of Man is coming. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL READING                            Matthew 25:1-13 
 
Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their lamps 
and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish and five were sensible: the foolish ones did take 
their lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the sensible 
ones took flasks of oil as well as their lamps. The 
bridegroom was late, and they all grew drowsy and fell 
asleep. But at midnight there was a cry, “The bridegroom 
is here! Go out and meet him.” At this, all those 
bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, and the 
foolish ones said to the sensible ones, “Give us some of 
your oil: our lamps are going out.” But they replied, “There 
may not be enough for us and for you; you had better go 
to those who sell it and buy some for yourselves.” They 
had gone off to buy it when the bridegroom arrived. 
Those who were ready went in with him to the wedding 
hall and the door was closed. The other bridesmaids 
arrived later. “Lord, Lord,” they said “open the door for 
us.” But he replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do not know 
you.” So stay awake, because you do not know either the 
day or the hour.’ 
 
 

COLLECTIONS 
 
   St Dunstan’s    St Jude’s 
 
Gift Aid  £534.00     £143.00  
 
Non-Gift Aid   £676.10       £105.21  
 

 

The Parish Office will now be open from 9.00am until 
5.00pm on Wednesday and Friday each week. In order 
to minimise the number of people in the office and for the 
safety of those at work, until further notice we ask you to 
observe the following:  
 
If you have an enquiry: please phone or email first to see 
if it can be sorted in this way. 
 
For those wishing to book Mass intentions: please bring 
a sealed envelope clearly labelled with the intention 
details (person’s name, required date etc) and include the 
offering inside. This can then be handed in at the office 
and if requested a Mass card be signed and given.  
 
If you need to speak to the Parish Administrator or one of 
the Priests: we would ask that you phone or email in 
advance, so that an appointment can be arranged at a 
convenient time for both.  
 

 
 


