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Thirty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Sat 14th      
 

5.30pm – 6.15pm Adoration  

Sun 15th  THIRTY-THIRD 
SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

9.15am – 10am (St Jude’s) 

10.30-11.15am 

12noon -12.45pm 

6.30pm – 7.00pm 

Adoration  

Adoration 

Adoration  

Adoration 

Mon 16th      Feria  9.30am – 10.00am Adoration 

Tues 17th       Feria  10.00am – 10.30am (St Jude’s) Adoration 

  7.00pm – 7.30pm  Adoration 

Wed 18th  Feria 9.30am – 10.00am Adoration 

Thurs 19th            Feria 7.00pm – 7.30pm Adoration 

Fri 20th    Feria 9.30am – 10.00am 

7.00pm – 7.30pm 

Adoration 

Adoration 

Sat 21st      The Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary  

11.00am – 1.00pm Adoration 

  5.30pm – 6.15pm  Adoration 

Sun 22nd       SOLEMNITY OF 
CHRIST THE KING 

9.15am – 10.00am (St Jude’s) 

10.30am – 1.00pm 

6.30pm – 7.00pm 

Adoration 

Adoration 

Adoration  

Masses will be offered privately each day by the priests, and all intentions which have been previously booked will 
be honoured.  
 
Daily Prayer themes for this month of prayer for the nation: Sunday -Family, friends and loved ones; Monday – 
schools colleges children and young people; Tuesday – the elderly, isolated and vulnerable; -Wednesday – 
Businesses, the work place and economic wellbeing; Thursday – NHS and other key workers; Friday – National and 
Local government; Saturday – all who are grieving, and all suffering with physical and mental ill-health. 
 
During this week, Masses will be offered for: Kathy Glennon (RIP), Don Sammons (RIP), The Gordon family (Ints.), 
Varkey (RIP), Barbara McAndrew, Peter Marshall (RIP), Private Intention, Eddie Walsh (RIP), John Johnston (RIP), 
Private Intention, Louise Sullivan (RIP), Vic Pye (RIP), Mary and John Mannion, Souls of Miller and Woodcock 
families, Peter McCaul, Violet and John Carney (RIP), Ina McGarrity (RIP), Joe Dolan (RIP 1st Anni.), Maureen 
Robinson (RIP). 

 
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. Philip Harrop 
Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr. John Waters 
Deacon: Rev. Mr. David Fairbotham  
Pastoral Assistant: Sr Catherine Burke 
 
 

Sunday 15th November 2020 
www.stdunstanandstjude.co.uk 
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Blessing of Graves: the ‘blessing bags’ proved to be 
extremely popular and new stock has arrived. Each bag 
contains a bottle of holy water, a prayer card and a candle 
to light at the grave. If you are visiting two or more 
graves please don’t take two or more bags! The holy 
water and prayer card will suffice for a number of 
graves – so you just need an extra candle which are 
also available. We ask for a donation of £3 for the bag 
and £2 per extra candle.  
 
The intercession box for the Holy Souls is in front of the 
altar at both churches. Please place in it the names of 
those you wish to be prayed pray for, and the priests 
offering Holy Mass will remember them in their Masses. 
 

A Meditation for November 
 
We seem to give them back to You, O God, who gave 
them first to us. Yet as You did not lose them in giving, 
so do we not lose them by their return.  Not as the world 
gives, do you give, O Lover of souls. What You give, You 
take not away, for what is Yours is ours if we are Yours. 
And life is eternal and love is immortal, and death is only 
a horizon, and a horizon is nothing, save the limit of our 
sight.  
Lift us up, strong Son of God, that we may see further; 
cleanse our eyes that we may see more clearly; draw us 
closer to Yourself that we may know ourselves to be 
nearer to our loved ones who are with You. And while 
You prepare a place for us, prepare us also for that happy 
place, that where You are we may be also for evermore. 
 
Sunday Mass will be available via the Parish website 
and Social media pages from 9am today.  
 
Telephoning the presbytery. On a number of occasions 
over the last week one or two parishioners (we presume) 
have left messages on the answerphone asking us to get 
back with information. Unfortunately, they left neither 
name nor number – which makes this a little difficult. 
Please leave your name and number and we will get back 
to you. 
 
When you come to church please do not leave 
newsletters in church after you have read them as 
they can become a source of infection. Please take 
them home with you. 
 
During these four weeks of special measures Holy 
Communion to the sick will be suspended. However, the 
sacraments are always available for those in danger of 
death. Please contact the presbytery.  
 
We pray for those who have died recently: John 
Johnston, Jim Moy, Sean Collins, Roland Scicluna, 
Robert Hunt and Teresa Creamer. 
 
Government restrictions for funerals stipulate a 
maximum of 30 permitted for funerals.  
 
Baptisms. If the current restrictions are lifted at the 
beginning of December, the next meeting for parents 
wishing to arrange a baptism for their child will be on 
Tuesday 8th December at 7.45pm in St Dunstan’s 
Church.  
 

Could you commit time to be a Steward? More 
volunteers are always welcome - and may well prove 
necessary as winter draws near if the present pattern of 
services will continue each week. It is important to 
remember that private prayer cannot operate without 
them at this time, and if there aren’t stewards available, 
they will need to be cancelled. At the moment we are just 
managing to cover by asking those who are already 
stewards to do more. If you can help spread the load let 
us know - just speak with Fr Philip or Fr John or email the 
presbytery office.  
 
Confessions will be available during adoration on 
Saturday’s and Sundays. Please keep the time spent in 
the confessional to a minimum to make it as safe as 
possible and so that others have opportunity for the 
celebration of this sacrament. 
 
Church Cleaning will take place on Wednesday after 
adoration. If you can help you will be very welcome.  
 
Please note that the toilets will be closed due to 
COVID regulations and the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
will be out of bounds apart from for Confession. 
 
Weekly offerings can be placed in the baskets in church 
or posted through the Presbytery letterbox. Please place 
offerings in either the usual Gift Aid envelopes or a plain 
envelope marked ‘St Dunstan’ or ‘St Jude’.  
 
Christmas Cards are available to buy from the Parish 
office on a Wednesday or Friday.  
 
Christmas Cards for Other Parishioners. Due to 
current restrictions, sadly Christmas cards cannot be left 
out in either church this year as items other people touch 
can become a source of infection. Please give any 
Christmas cards directly to the person they are for in 
church.  
 
St Jude’s School: All schools are required to consult 
periodically with parents and the wider community 
regarding the criteria they use to allocate Reception class 
places when there are more applicants for places than 
there are places available.  The proposed Admissions 
Policy for St. Jude's for 2022/23 is now available to read 
on their school website (www.stjuderc.bham.sch.uk). Any 
comments which you would like to make are welcome in 
writing to the Clerk of Governors or via email 
(enquiry@stjuderc.bham.sch.uk) by November 25th. 
 
Bishop Challoner and St Dunstan’s Parish Youth 
Group meet via Zoom on Wednesdays 6.30 – 7.10pm. 
Contact staff-chaplains@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk 
for more information and to register your interest. 
 
Parish Emails: we are transitioning to being part of the 
Diocesan wide email system so from the 1st November 
the email address stdunstan.bham@rcaob.org.uk – we 
will continue to monitor our current email account but 
gradually this will cease and it would be helpful if you 
could adjust our email address in your contact list please.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:staff-chaplains@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk
mailto:stdunstan.bham@rcaob.org.uk


Christmas Dinner. This year as a Parish, and with 
support from the SVP, we will be raising money for those 
families struggling financially this Christmas. Through our 
faith we are taught to help whenever we can, but as this 
tough year draws to a close, we should put emphasis on 
not only helping ourselves, but also to encourage others 
to do so where they can. Through this, the love of God 
can be a shining light through the darkness that this year 
has brought to so many. The money we raise will be used 
towards Christmas dinners for children and their families 
in our three schools who find themselves in some need. 
If you would like to make a donation, please go to 
gofund.me/60bed2b3 or put your donation in an 
enveloped marked ‘Christmas Dinner’, and post through 
the presbytery letterbox.  
 
SIFA Fireside: Tribute to the late Sister Sabina SP. On 
22nd December 2020, it will be one year since Sister 
Sabina SP passed away. At a time when the importance 
of our community, family and friends is at the forefront of 
our minds, “Stories by the Fireside” is a short collection 
of treasured memories from our community and pay 
tribute to Sister Sabina.  SIFA Fireside continues in Sister 
Sabina’s spirit of being inclusive, courageous, 
supportive, and dynamic in all that they do. They support 
approximately 3500 people a year who are experiencing 
homelessness or are at risk of homelessness. The CD is 
free and will be available from the Parish office from 
Friday 27th November. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion: My Jesus, I believe 
that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love 
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were already there and unite 
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated 
from You. Amen. 
 
 

Homily for the 33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 
There’s no getting away from it. At the end of our lives we 
are all going to be judged. We shall, like those stewards 
with their master’s talents in the Gospel, have to give an 
account of ourselves and how we have lived our lives.  
 
Of course when our individual judgement comes we hope 
and pray to hear those words of the master “Well done, 
good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be 
faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come 
and join in your master’s happiness.” We don’t want to be 
like that third steward who has misused the trust of his 
master and seems to have broken God’s infinite patience 
and is thrown into that place of weeping and grinding of 
teeth, expressed so dramatically in Michelangelo’s 
famous fresco of the last judgement, in the Sistine 
chapel. 
 
We English priests can make plenty of use of the double 
meaning of “talent” in this case, taking advantage of the 
use of the same word for a unit of currency as our word 
for our skills and abilities. But let’s also remind ourselves 
that Jesus is asking us to use all of our lives here on earth 
to serve God and his people. His last words to his 
apostles were “Go and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptising them in the name of the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit. And know that I am with you always, even 
to the ending of time.” So whatever service we give to 
God in our lives should be done with a view to “make 
disciples of all the nations” to bring other people to know, 
love and serve God as we do.  
 
By keeping that mission in our mind as we try our best to 
live out our lives and vocations, we will hopefully come to 
not fear our judgement by look forward to being able to 
say “Here is what you gave me and here is more that I 
have made,” like those faithful stewards did.  
 
At the end of our lives, God will be concerned with what 
we did to serve him and bring others to him. That is why 
the Cardinals in a conclave stand under that fresco of the 
last judgement and declare that they vote for the man 
who, before God who will judge them, ought to be Pope. 
The man who they believe should lead us all in making 
new disciples. And while ourselves we may never be 
called on to take on that particular responsibility, we 
should approach our lives and work with the same 
determination to make disciples of the nations as those 
Cardinals in a conclave do. 
 
My friends who I was ordained with used our first Masses 
to remind our friends and families of this account we must 
render to God, when we revived an ancient church 
tradition. We gave spiritual gifts to our parents. Our Mums 
received the cloth that we had dried our hands with after 
the Archbishop anointed them. Our Dad’s received the 
purple stoles we had worn the first time we heard a 
confession. The tradition goes that when our parents are 
buried they will have these gifts in their hands, so that 
when they stand before God and he asks what they did 
for him in life, they will hand over the stole and cloth. They 
will then each say “I gave you my son, because you gave 
your son to me.” 

 

 

The Parish Office will now be open from 9.00am until 
5.00pm on Wednesday and Friday each week. In order 
to minimise the number of people in the office and for the 
safety of those at work, until further notice we ask you to 
observe the following:  
 
If you have an enquiry: please phone or email first to see 
if it can be sorted in this way. 
 
For those wishing to book Mass intentions: please bring 
a sealed envelope clearly labelled with the intention 
details (person’s name, required date etc) and include the 
offering inside. This can then be handed in at the office 
and if requested a Mass card be signed and given.  
 
If you need to speak to the Parish Administrator or one of 
the Priests: we would ask that you phone or email in 
advance, so that an appointment can be arranged at a 
convenient time for both.  
 

  



READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
 

 
FIRST READING         Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31
  
A perfect wife – who can find her? She is far beyond the 
price of pearls. Her husband’s heart has confidence in 
her, from her he will derive no little profit. Advantage and 
not hurt she brings him all the days of her life. She is 
always busy with wool and with flax, she does her work 
with eager hands. She sets her hands to the distaff, her 
fingers grasp the spindle. She holds out her hand to the 
poor, she opens her arms to the needy. Charm is 
deceitful, and beauty empty; the woman who is wise is 
the one to praise. Give her a share in what her hands 
have worked for, and let her works tell her praises at the 
city gates. 
 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
    

R: O blessed are those who fear the Lord. 
 
O blessed are those who fear the Lord  
and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.  
You will be happy and prosper. R. 
 
Your wife like a fruitful vine  
in the heart of your house;  
your children like shoots of the olive,  
around your table. R. 
 
Indeed thus shall be blessed  
the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion  
in a happy Jerusalem  
all the days of your life R. 

 
 
SECOND READING                   Thessalonians 5:1-6  
 
You will not be expecting us to write anything to you, 
brothers, about ‘times and seasons’, since you know very 
well that the Day of the Lord is going to come like a thief 
in the night. It is when people are saying, ‘How quiet and 
peaceful it is’ that the worst suddenly happens, as 
suddenly as labour pains come on a pregnant woman; 
and there will be no way for anybody to evade it. 
 
But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers, for that 
Day to overtake you like a thief. No, you are all sons of 
light and sons of the day: we do not belong to the night 
or to darkness, so we should not go on sleeping, as 
everyone else does, but stay wide awake and sober. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Even if you have to die, says the Lord, 
keep faithful, and I will give you 
the crown of life. 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL READING                          Matthew 25:14-30 
 
Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom 
of Heaven is like a man on his way abroad who 
summoned his servants and entrusted his property to 
them. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to a 
third one; each in proportion to his ability. Then he set 
out. 
 
  ‘The man who had received the five talents promptly 
went and traded with them and made five more. The man 
who had received two made two more in the same way. 
But the man who had received one went off and dug a 
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 
 
  ‘Now a long time after, the master of those servants 
came back and went through his accounts with them. The 
man who had received the five talents came forward 
bringing five more. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me with 
five talents; here are five more that I have made.” 
 
  ‘His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small 
things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your 
master’s happiness.” 
 
  ‘Next the man with the two talents came forward. “Sir,” 
he said “you entrusted me with two talents; here are two 
more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can 
be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; 
come and join in your master’s happiness.” 
 
  ‘Last came forward the man who had the one talent. 
“Sir,” said he “I had heard you were a hard man, reaping 
where you have not sown and gathering where you have 
not scattered; so I was afraid, and I went off and hid your 
talent in the ground. Here it is; it was yours, you have it 
back.” But his master answered him, “You wicked and 
lazy servant! So you knew that I reap where I have not 
sown and gather where I have not scattered? Well then, 
you should have deposited my money with the bankers, 
and on my return I would have recovered my capital with 
interest. So now, take the talent from him and give it to 
the man who has the five talents. For to everyone who 
has will be given more, and he will have more than 
enough; but from the man who has not, even what he has 
will be taken away. As for this good-for-nothing servant, 
throw him out into the dark, where there will be weeping 
and grinding of teeth.”’ 
 
 
 
 

COLLECTIONS 
 
   St Dunstan’s    St Jude’s 
 
Gift Aid  £141.30     £10.00  
 
Non-Gift Aid   £290.07       £37.10  
 

 
 
 
 


