
 
 

Telephone: 0121 444 1386 
Email: stdunstan.bham@rcaob.org.uk 
Facebook: St Dunstan and St Jude’s 

Parish Twitter: stdunstanandstjude 

 

The Parish of St Dunstan and St Jude 
Third Sunday in Advent 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Sat 12th      Advent Feria 
 

11.00am 

5.30pm  

Holy Mass 

Vigil Mass  

T Cooper & Pro Populo 

Fr Simon (Ints.) 

Sun 13th  THIRD SUNDAY IN 
ADVENT 

9.15am (St Jude’s)  

10.30am 

12noon  

 
6.30pm  

Holy Mass  

Holy Mass  

Holy Mass  

 
Holy Mass  

Jim Moy (RIP) 

Philomena Treacey (RIP) 

Al and Maura Coughlan 
and Eileen Dixon  
 
Tom Brosnan (RIP Anni.) 

Mon 14th        St John of the Cross 9.30am Holy Mass Nan O’Regan (RIP 

Tues 15th       Advent Feria  10.00am (St Jude’s) 
 
11.00am  
 
7.00pm  

Holy Mass 

Requiem Mass 

Holy Mass 

Rose Reidy (RIP)  
 
Margaret Shivrington (RIP) 
 
John Ryan (RIP) 

Wed 16th   Advent Feria 9.30am  Holy Mass Vera Malone (RIP) 

Thurs 17th             Advent Feria 
O Sapientia 

6.45am 

7.00pm  

Rorate Caeli Mass 

Holy Mass 

Louise Sullivan (RIP) 
 
Sue Black  

Fri 18th    Advent Feria 
O Adonai 

9.30am  

7.00pm  

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass (Latin -

EF) 

Tommy Boyle (RIP) 

John Mongey (RIP) 

Sat 19th      Advent Feria  
O Radix Jesse 

11.00am  
 
11.30am-1pm 
 
 
11.30am-12.30pm 
4.45pm-5.15pm 

Holy Mass 
 
Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
 
Confessions 
Confessions 

Liam Corcoran (RIP) & Pro 

Populo 

 

   
5.30pm  

 
Vigil Mass 

 
Alfred Nicklin (RIP) 
 

Sun 20th      FOURTH SUNDAY 
IN ADVENT 
O Clavis David 

9.15am (St Jude’s) 

10.30am  

12 noon 

6.30pm  

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass  

Holy Mass 

Henry Feeney  

Patrick & Nora Cooney (RIP) 

 
Jack Pritchard (RIP) 
 
Tom Flaherty (RIP) 
 

 
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. Philip Harrop 
Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr. John Waters 
Deacon: Rev. Mr. David Fairbotham  
Pastoral Assistant: Sr Catherine Burke 
 
 

Sunday 13th December 2020 
www.stdunstanandstjude.co.uk 
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Today is ‘Gaudete’ Sunday – a word which simply 
means ‘rejoice’. The liturgical colour lightens trom the 
more somber purple to rose as the feast of our 
salvation grows near. It comes from the opening 
antiphon read or sung at Mass today: Gaudete in 
Domino semper; iterum dico, gaudete. Rejoice in 
the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. (Phil 4) 
 
Today there will be a retiring collection for families 
struggling financially this Christmas to help 
provide a little Christmas cheer. Details below under 
‘Christmas Dinner.’. 

 
CHRISTMAS MASSES 

 
Due to the restrictions on space in both our churches, 
we have taken the reluctant but necessary decision (in 
common with most other churches of the diocese) to 
restrict attendance at Christmas Mass to those with (free) 
tickets. It’s important that those who usually come to 
Mass week by week have the opportunity to be present 
at Mass for Christmas, and that coming to Mass is as safe 
as possible, and people feel safe. 
 
Before and after Mass today (Saturday Vigil Mass and 
Sunday Masses), two of our stewards will be in the new 
entrance where you can collect tickets. Please collect 
tickets this weekend! One person will be dealing with 
Christmas Eve, and another Christmas Day. We thank 
them for this extra commitment.  
 
Tickets for the 5pm Christmas Eve Mass at St Dunstan’s 
have all gone. There are a few tickets left for the 7pm 
Christmas Eve Mass, Midnight Mass and the 11am 
Christmas Day Mass and a good number of tickets left for 
the 9am Christmas Day Mass. There are limited tickets 
left for both Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses 
at St Jude’s.  
 
After today what tickets remain will only be available 
from the parish office at the presbytery on 
Wednesday and Friday from 9am-5pm. 
 
Please read the following so that you are clear in your 
mind. 
 
-There will be a different ticket for each of the 
Masses, so a Midnight Mass ticket will not get you into 
Christmas day at 11am. Obvious we know – but worth 
saying! Also, as the seating is arranged on the seating 
plan as you receive the ticket, St Jude’s tickets are 
available only at St Jude’s, and St Dunstan’s only at St 
Dunstan’s. 
 
-There will an extra Mass at St Dunstan’s on 
Christmas Eve. Please understand that it might not  
always be possible to attend the Mass at your 
preferred time or church if the building has already 
reached capacity. 
 
-Initially, until we are sure of demand, there will be a 
limit of one Christmas Mass per person/family. 
 
 

-You can collect tickets for those in your Christmas 
‘bubble’ who will be sat with you in church at Mass 
(in accordance with government regulations), but not 
for other people/groups. They will need to come 
themselves. 
 
- The seat allocations will be sorted out when you 
collect your tickets. Stewards will have a plan of where 
people will sit which maximises capacity and 
accommodate special needs…so no ‘usual seats’! 
 
- You will need to be at church 20 minutes before 
Mass begins. The logistics for Mass will be quite 
complex, and we will all need patience. Any surplus 
places can then be made available. Therefore, if you 
come late then your seats may well have been taken! 
 
- If you have taken tickets for a Mass and then can’t 
go, please return to the presbytery in an envelope 
with your name so that they can be redistributed. To 
those without. 
 
-if you have any symptoms of COVID19 please do not 
attend Mass. 

 
Christmas Eve 5pm (St Dunstan’s), 6pm (St Jude’s), 
7pm (St Dunstan’s), Midnight (St Dunstan’s). 
 
Christmas Day 9am (St Dunstan’s), 10am (St Jude’s), 
11am (St Dunstan’s).  
 
It’s also worth remembering in these special 
circumstances that we find ourselves in this year 
that, in the Catholic Tradition, the Feast of Christmas 
lasts for eight days, and all the Masses until and 
including January 1st are Christmas Masses.  
 
This Thursday at 6.45am there will be the last of the 
early Masses celebrated in candlelight as we await the 
light of dawn which is the coming of Christ whose first 
coming we celebrate at Christmas. Thursday begins the 
final countdown to Christmas, and this first day is known 
as ‘O Sapientia’ meaning ‘wisdom’.   

O Wisdom of the Most High, 
ordering all things with strength and gentleness, 

come and teach us the way of truth. 
 
Christmas Offering Envelopes are available at the back 
of both churches. Do please use them – especially if you 
are away at Christmas and wish to make a donation 
towards the upkeep of your priests. As there is no salary 
structure, the Christmas offering (with Easter) are the 
priest’s main source of income for such things as buying 
and running their cars as well as other living and working 
expenses. 
 
Christmas Cards are available to buy from the Parish 
office on a Wednesday or Friday 9am-5pm.  
 
Christmas Cards for Other Parishioners. Due to 
current restrictions, sadly Christmas cards cannot be left 
out in either church this year as items other people touch 
can become a source of infection. Please give any 
Christmas cards directly to the person they are for.  
 



Telephoning the presbytery. We are still receiving 
messages on the answerphone asking us for information 
– but not leaving a contact number. If you leave your 
name and number, then we will endeavour to get back to 
you. 
 
When you come to church please do not leave 
newsletters in church after you have read them as 
they can become a source of infection. Please take 
them home with you. 
Holy Communion to the Sick and Housebound. 
Please contact the presbytery if you or family members 
would like this, as a number of parishioners are still 
isolating and do not wish for outside visits.  
 
Government restrictions for funerals still stipulate a 
maximum of 30 attending.  
 
We pray for those who have died recently: Carol 
Kinehan, Ellen Longe, Margaret Shivrington, Winnie 
Sumner, Susan Melvin, Joan Johnson and Vincent 
O’Neill. 
 
We pray for those being Baptised today: Jack Taylor 
at St Dunstan’s.  
 
Government restrictions for Baptisms still stipulate a 
maximum of 6 attending.  
 
Could you commit time to be a Steward? More 
volunteers are always welcome - and may well prove 
necessary as winter is now with us - if the present pattern 
of services will continue each week. It is important to 
remember that Masses cannot happen without them at 
this time, and if there aren’t stewards available, they will 
need to be cancelled. At the moment we are just 
managing to cover by asking those who are already 
stewards to do more. If you can help spread the load let 
us know - just speak with Fr Philip or Fr John or email the 
presbytery office.  
 
Confessions have now resumed at the normal 
advertised times. There will be no communal penitential 
services this Advent, and social distancing means using 
the side chapel at St Dunstan’s. As the numbers wishing 
to make their confession will increase as Christmas 
approaches, and we are still in a time of pandemic, could 
we emphasise that the time spent in the confessional 
is to be kept to a minimum (5 minutes max) to both 
make it as safe as possible, and so that others have 
opportunity for the celebration of this sacrament. 
 
Church Cleaning will take place on Wednesday after 
Mass. If you can help you will be very welcome.  
 
Please note that the toilets are presently closed due 
to COVID regulations, and the side chapel will be out of 
bounds apart from for Confession. 
 
Weekly offerings can be placed in the baskets in church 
or posted through the Presbytery letterbox. Please place 
offerings in either the usual Gift Aid envelopes or a plain 
envelope marked ‘St Dunstan’ or ‘St Jude’.  
 

Window the Parish Magazine will be on sale today for 
£1. Get your copy and read lots of interesting articles and 
stories.  
 
St Dunstan's Catholic School - Prospective Nursery 
and Reception parents: Please visit our school website 
to view our virtual tour, giving an insight into our school 
day.  Application forms and closing dates for applications 
are also available from the school 
website https://www.stdunstans.bham.sch.uk/   
Please email or call for any further information you may 
require: 01214644648 or 
enquiry@stdunstans.bham.sch.uk 
Bishop Challoner and St Dunstan’s Parish Youth 
Group meet via Zoom on Wednesdays 6.30 – 7.10pm. 
Contact staff-chaplains@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk 
for more information and to register your interest. 
 
Christmas Dinner. This year as a Parish, and with 
support from the SVP, we will be raising money for 
families struggling financially this Christmas. Through our 
faith we are taught to help whenever we can, but as this 
tough year draws to a close, we should put emphasis on 
not only helping ourselves, but also to encourage others 
to do so where they can. Through this, the love of God 
can be a shining light through the darkness that this year 
has brought to so many. The money we raise will be used 
towards Christmas dinners for children and their families 
in our three schools who find themselves in some need. 
If you would like to make a donation, please go to 
gofund.me/60bed2b3 or put your donation in an 
enveloped marked ‘Christmas Dinner’, and post through 
the presbytery letterbox.  
 
Christmas Day Lunch 2020 (organised by All Saints 
with support from St Dunstan’s). This year, as we can’t 
gather in All Saints Hall for Christmas lunch, we are 
delivering lunchtime meals to local homes.  Do you know 
of anyone who might benefit from having a Christmas 
meal delivered to their home? Maybe someone elderly, 
housebound or living alone.  We are now taking bookings 
for a delicious lunch that will be provided by Jojo’s 
Kitchen in Northfield. To help towards costs, a donation 
of £5 per person is requested.  
 
We also need volunteer drivers who can collect meals 
from Northfield and deliver them.  Preferably there should 
be two people in the car from the same household or 
bubble. Any gifts of satsumas, chocolates, Christmas 
crackers or individual sized bottles of wine will be 
gratefully received.   
 
For more information, to book, or to arrange dropping off 
donations, please phone 07882555146 or email 
christmastogetherkh@gmail.com  
Bookings must be received by Sunday 20th December. 
 
Help Wanted to knit scarves to aid a Christian hospital in 
Palestine. Double knit any colour, and any amount. 
Scarves can be collected. Please contact Gill Myall on 
443 5198 or 0781 661 6418.  
 
APF/Mill Hill The Missio 2021 calendar is available in 
both churches to any parishioner who would like one. 
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
 

 

FIRST READING                               Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11 
  
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for the Lord 
has anointed me. He has sent me to bring good news to 
the poor, to bind up hearts that are broken; to proclaim 
liberty to captives, freedom to those in prison; to proclaim 
a year of favour from the Lord. 
 
‘I exult for joy in the Lord, my soul rejoices in my God, for 
he has clothed me in the garments of salvation, he has 
wrapped me in the cloak of integrity, like a  bridegroom 
wearing his wreath, like a bride adorned in her jewels. 
‘For as the earth makes fresh things grow, as a garden 
makes seeds spring up, so will the Lord make both 
integrity and praise spring up in the sight of the nations.’ 
 
 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
    

R: My soul rejoices in my God.  
 
My soul glorifies the Lord,  
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.  
He looks on his servant in her nothingness; 
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. R. 
 
The Almighty works marvels for me,  
Holy his name! 
His mercy is from age to age,  
on those who fear him. R. 
 
He fills the starving with good things,  
sends the rich away empty. 
He protects Israel, his servant,  
remembering his mercy. R. 
 
 

 
SECOND READING                  Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 
Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all things 
give thanks to God, because this is what God expects 
you to do in Christ Jesus. 
 
Never try to suppress the Spirit or treat the gift of 
prophecy with contempt; think before you do anything – 
hold on to what is good and avoid every form of evil. 
 
May the God of peace make you perfect and holy; and 
may you all be kept safe and blameless, spirit, soul and 
body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has 
called you and he will not fail you. 
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me. 
He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor. 
Alleluia! 

GOSPEL READING                           John 1:6-8,19-28 
 
A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came 
as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so that 
everyone might believe through him. He was not the light, 
only a witness to speak for the light. 
 
This is how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews 
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who 
are you?’ he not only declared, but he declared quite 
openly, ‘I am not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked ‘are 
you Elijah?’ ‘I am not’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He 
answered, ‘No.’ So they said to him, ‘Who are you? We 
must take back an answer to those who sent us. What 
have you to say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am, as 
Isaiah prophesied: a voice that cries in the wilderness: 
Make a straight way for the Lord.’ 
 
Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and 
they put this further question to him, ‘Why are you 
baptising if you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and not 
the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I baptise with water; but there 
stands among you – unknown to you – the one who is 
coming after me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-
strap.’ This happened at Bethany, on the far side of the 
Jordan, where John was baptising. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Parish Office will now be open from 9.00am until 
5.00pm on Wednesday and Friday each week. In order 
to minimise the number of people in the office and for the 
safety of those at work, until further notice we ask you to 
observe the following:  
 
If you have an enquiry: please phone or email first to see 
if it can be sorted in this way. 
 
For those wishing to book Mass intentions: please bring 
a sealed envelope clearly labelled with the intention 
details (person’s name, required date etc) and include the 
offering inside. This can then be handed in at the office 
and if requested a Mass card be signed and given.  
 
If you need to speak to the Parish Administrator or one of 
the Priests: we would ask that you phone or email in 
advance, so that an appointment can be arranged at a 
convenient time for both.  
 

 

 
 
 

COLLECTIONS 
 
   St Dunstan’s    St Jude’s 
 
Gift Aid  £1,067.20     £373.00 
 
Non-Gift Aid   £   428.37     £108.47 

 


