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The Parish of St Dunstan and St Jude 
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Sat 25th  17th Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

5.30pm Holy Mass James O’Connor (RIP) 
 
Sun 26th  

 
10.00am 
12noon 
6.30pm 

 
Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 
 

 
Kevin Scott (RIP) 
Imelda Gill (RIP) 

Patricia Wright (RIP) 

Mon 27th  Feria 9.30am Holy Mass 
 

Brenda McLauhlan (RIP) 

Tues 28th   Feria 10.00am (St Judes) 
7.00pm 

Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 
 

Fr Brian Doolan (RIP) 
Josephine Thomas (Ints) 

Wed 29th   St Martha 9.30am 
 

Holy Mass 
 

Gerald McEvoy (Ints) 

Thurs 30th  Feria 7.00pm Holy Mass 
 

Angela Snape (RIP) 

Fri 31st  St Ignatius of Loyola 9.30am 
7.00pm 

Holy Mass 
Holy Mass  
 

Joshua Thomas (Ins) 
Canon Gerry Breen (RIP) 

Sat 1st  St Alphonsus  11.00am Holy Mass Deceased members of Ward family 
 de’Ligouri 11.30am – 1.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
  12noon First Saturday Devotions to Our Lady 
  

 
18th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

5.30pm Holy Mass Margaret Dolan (RIP) 
 
Sun 2nd   

 
10.00am 
12noon 
6.30pm 

 
Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 

 
Pauline Laydon (RIP) 
Andy Greenan (RIP) 
Elizabeth Kelly (RIP) 

 
 
Welcome to Mass! Although things are different and 
a little strange at the moment it still is a joy to come 
together at the altar and to offer the sacrifice of our 
redemption. For the Mass to run smoothly could all be 
aware of the following: 
 
Make sure you bring a form of face covering to Mass. 
This is to enable us to sit at 1 meter+. We have been 
reminded by the diocese that this is compulsory 
for the celebration of Mass apart from young 
children and those with significant respiratory 
difficulties. Please make the steward aware of this 
and sit at least 2 meters away from others. 
 
Only single households to sit together for Mass – 
others not of the same household must keep social 
distance. 
 
Please use the hand gel as you enter and leave 
church. 

Please follow the directions of the stewards who are 
here to help us finding a place and guide us to Holy 
Communion. 
 
If you are not going to Holy Communion please 
enable others to go by (with a meter spacing)– or even 
better sit on the red seats at the back. 
 
For those coming to receive Holy Communion 
please wait until the stewards on duty invite you to 
move forward to the priest. Please maintain social 
distance (1 meter) as you go up to Holy 
Communion. Please adjust the face covering from 
around your mouth so that you can receive the 
host with dignity and reverence.  
 
Collection bags cannot presently be passed around, 
so please put your offerings in the baskets provided 
near the entrance and exit. 
 

 
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. Philip Harrop 
Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr. Simon Baker 
Deacon: Rev. Mr. David Fairbotham  
Pastoral Assistant: Sr Catherine Burke 
 
 Sunday 26th July 

www.stdunstanandstjude.co.uk 
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You are welcome to light candles and pray at the 
shrines around church before or after Mass. Cleaning 
will take place about 15 minutes after Mass. 
 
Church opening and closing times will be 
advertised on the newsletter and at the church 
entrance. Unfortunately, we cannot leave the church 
open without the presence of stewards. However, 
church will open 30 minutes before Mass for private 
prayer. 
 
Please read the bulletin each week for the times of 
midweek Mass. Over the summer period, and to 
respond to need, Mass times may well change. 
 
Please note that people who have booked intentions 
for times when there is now no public Mass will have 
their intentions offered at a private Mass on that same 
day. 
 
St Jude’s. It was good for Mass to be celebrated once 
again in St Jude’s church last Tuesday. This is mainly 
for those who are unable to get down to St Dunstan’s 
to have the opportunity to be present at Mass at St 
Jude’s. As with St Dunstan’s, face coverings will be 
necessary as spaces are measured at one-meter 
distance. Please follow the directions of the stewards 
for seating and for Holy Communion. There will also 
be a ‘one way’ system. We will enter church via the 
usual entrance but leave by the side door near the 
toilets. 
 
Our thanks to all our stewards at St Dunstan’s and St 
Jude’s who enable the church to be open for Mass. If 
anyone is interested in becoming a steward, please do 
speak to Fr Philip or Fr Simon. 
 

 
Fr Simon recently received one of those telephone 
calls which are usually best left unanswered! It was a 
call from the Vicar General who has asked him to take 
up a new appointment as Curate of St Austin’s, 
Stafford. Strangely enough this was where Fr Philip 
had a very happy time as a Curate from 1996 – 1998.  
 
Fr Simon will be replaced (if such a thing is possible!) 
by Fr John Waters, who will be coming to us from 
Christ the King in Coventry. He was ordained in 2019, 
having studied at the Venerable English College in 
Rome. These moves will take place in the latter part of 
September.  
 
The parish – in common with most other things – isn’t 
exactly functioning as normal at the moment, so there 
will be a celebration after the summer when we can 
welcome Fr Simon back. Of course, we are not sure 
yet, due to COVID restrictions, whether curates must 
go into a 14-day quarantine before being let out! 
 

 
 

 
 
For those of you unable to come to Mass today due 
to sickness, frailty, or because of shielding, please be 
assured that you will be in the prayers of all of us as 
we offer Holy Mass today. Please also remember that 
the Obligation to hear Mass on Sundays is still lifted for 
the time being – alternatively you might prefer to attend 
Mass during the week when it will be a little quieter.  
 
Church Cleaning will take place this Wednesday at 
10.15am after Mass. If you can come along and help 
you will be very welcome.  
 
Please note that the toilets will be closed due to 
COVID regulations and the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel will be out of bounds. 
 
Readers for Sunday Mass: Thank you to those who 
have volunteered to read once again at Sunday Mass. 
We need a couple more readers for the 6.30pm 
Sunday Mass. If you would be willing to do this, please 
email us of speak to one of the Priests.  
 
Weekly offerings can be placed in the baskets in 
church or posted through the Presbytery letterbox. 
Please place offerings in either the usual Gift Aid 
envelopes or a plain envelope marked ‘St Dunstan’ or 
‘St Jude’.  
 
Weekly Giving Envelopes: If you were unable to 
collect your envelopes before the lockdown please 
speak to either Fr Philip or Fr Simon and they will be 
happy to retrieve them from the Sacristy for you.  
 
If you have accumulated a few weeks’ worth of 
offerings during the lockdown, and are bringing them 
to church, please remember that you only need to use 
the most recently dated envelope. Even if this means 
you are putting four weeks’ worth of offerings into one 
envelope, the Gift Aid can still be claimed back. It just 
makes the counting less confusing! 
 
Standing Orders or Paypal donations are a great 
way of giving to the parish and helping us to pay the 
bills. Details available on our Parish website. Thank 
you for all those who are continuing to support the 
parish during these difficult times. 
 
Please note: For Funeral Services there is a limit of 30 
at the moment for the service in church, although most 
cemeteries and crematoria permit a lesser number for 
attendance at the committal. 
 
Requiem Masses. One of the difficulties of the recent 
lockdown was that families were unable to attend the 
Requiem Mass for loved ones on the day of the 
funeral. Now that the situation is easing a little, families 
are welcome to contact the priest who did the funeral 
to arrange a Requiem Mass for family members to 
attend.  
 
 



 
The Sacrament of Confession will be available on 
Saturday morning’s at St Dunstan’s from 11.30am – 
12.30pm and 4.45 – 5.15pm. For confessions please 
go to the side chapel using the ‘one way’ system and 
use the entrance by the Sacred Heart statue. 
 
Baptisms: Parents are welcome to get in touch to 
arrange baptisms. At the present time the rite will be 
shortened, and you are asked to only invite a small 
number of people whilst the virus is still present in the 
wider community. The baptism service will all take 
place around the font where space is fairly minimum. 
For those who had baptisms postponed during the 
lockdown please get in touch with us about 
rearranging the date.  
 
First Holy Communion Masses were postponed this 
year and at present large gatherings are not permitted. 
If your child was due to make their First Holy 
Communion, and you would still like this to happen, 
please speak to or email Fr Philip or Fr Simon. These 
will happen over July and August in groups of one or 
two during the midweek Masses, and a maximum of 
ten guests per family will be allowed as these will be 
public Masses. Could parents please note that the 
restrictions and instructions that pertain to Sunday 
Mass (face coverings and social distance) will apply to 
these celebrations too. 
 
In both our churches the Blessed Sacrament is 
reserved in the tabernacle as the focus for prayer 
and worship. It is our custom to genuflect (a name 
that simply means to bend the knee) towards the 
blessed sacrament when we enter church or before we 
‘take a pew’. To genuflect is to say three things without 
uttering a word! 
 
It is an act of humility and adoration. The Blessed 
Sacrament truly is Jesus. Jesus is God! By lowering 
ourselves before him we are saying that he is far 
greater than we are. He is God – we aren’t! The sin of 
pride is that sin in our hearts which longs to dethrone 
God and put our own face there. By genuflecting we 
acknowledge that we are dependent on him for 
everything. To adore and worship is to freely 
acknowledge this. 

  
It is an act of service. In ancient times knights would 
kneel before their Lord to pledge their service. By 
genuflecting we pledge our lives to the Lord of lords 
and King of kings. We say with the Prophet Isaiah: 
Here I am Lord. Send me!’ 
 
It is an act of love. Some of the more romantic men 
amongst us might well have got on their knee to 
propose – and rightly so. It speaks of love and loyalty. 
So too when we genuflect. We know that God created 
us out of love. He loves us. Jesus reveals in his life, 
death and resurrection the mystery of God’s love. 
When we come into the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament, we get on one knee – for we know He 
loves us – and we, as disciples, want to love Him back. 

 
Thank you to those who have donated the tabernacle, 
the veils and the lamp. We have had a good number 
of donations towards the altar, tabernacle plinth and 
ambo (lectern), but if anyone would like to contribute 
towards these stone items you are most welcome. Any 
cheques to be made payable to St Dunstan’s Parish. 
 
WINDOW Magazine is available after all Masses this 
weekend. Copies can be found on the table by the 
newsletter, or alternatively you can read the issue 
available on our website. If you pick one up before 
Mass, please make sure to take it home with you and 
do not leave for anyone else. 
 
CAFOD has joined with the UK Disasters 
Emergencies Committee to help millions of people 
whose lives are at risk, as coronavirus spreads across 
refugee camps and countries suffering conflict.  You 
can donate at cafod.org.uk/coronavirus to help 
CAFOD scale up its coronavirus response through our 
global Church family. Or use CAFOD’s Summer of 
Hope fundraising ideas with your family and friends to 
transform lockdown and raise money for the 
appeal: cafod.org.uk/summerofhope 
 
 

 
Some news from our Parish schools. These last two 
terms have been especially challenging as the schools 
have tried to steer a way through this pandemic. We 
are grateful for all that they have done for our young 
people, and we hope the months ahead may be more 
settled….for us all! 
 
 
From Mr Kenny at St Dunstan’s: Mrs Catherine 
Martin is retiring after 38 years at the school. She 
arrived in 1982 and has given superb service to the 
children of St Dunstan’s ever since. Catherine will be 
truly missed as she heads off to a well- deserved 
retirement. Kiren Bennett our SENDco is moving on to 
be assistant Head at Ulverley School. We have four 
newly qualified teachers beginning in September. And 
last, but not least, I will be retiring from St Dunstan’s 
on October 23rd. The school is delighted that Mr Matt 
Tehan, a parishioner of St Dunstan’s, has been 
appointed the new headteacher and will begin here on 
November 2nd. 
 
From Mrs McKinney at St Albans: As well as losing 
our delightful Year 6 children there are also three staff 
leaving us. Mr Sorroll is moving for a promotion to St 
Catherine’s School, Birmingham, and Miss Davey and 
Miss Hung will also be moving on to pastures new. 
 
From Mrs Smith at St Jude’s: At the end of this term 
Mrs Linda Keenan will be leaving St Jude’s after 25 
years of service. Also our Year 1 teacher, Mrs Ellen 
Dawes, is moving on to a new position. 
 
 

 

https://cafod.org.uk/News/Emergencies-news/Coronavirus-response
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/School-fundraising/Summer-of-Hope


 
 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
 

 
 
FIRST READING               1 Kings 3:5,7-12 
 
The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, 
‘Ask what you would like me to give you.’ Solomon 
replied, ‘O Lord my God, you have made your servant 
king in succession to David my father. But I am a very 
young man, unskilled in leadership. Your servant finds 
himself in the midst of this people of yours that you 
have chosen, a people so many its number cannot be 
counted or reckoned. Give your servant a heart to 
understand how to discern between good and evil, for 
who could govern this people of yours that is so great?’ 
It pleased the Lord that Solomon should have asked 
for this. ‘Since you have asked for this’ the Lord said 
‘and not asked for long life for yourself or riches or the 
lives of your enemies, but have asked for a discerning 
judgement for yourself, here and now I do what you 
ask. I give you a heart wise and shrewd as none before 
you has had and none will have after you.’ 
 
 
SECOND READING               Romans 8:28-30 
 
We know that by turning everything to their good, God 
co-operates with all those who love him, with all those 
he has called according to his purpose. They are the 
ones he chose specially long ago and intended to 
become true images of his Son, so that his Son might 
be the eldest of many brothers. He called those he 
intended for this; those he called he justified, and with 
those he justified he shared his glory. 
 
 
GOSPEL READING             Matthew 13:44-52 
 
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
like treasure hidden in a field which someone has 
found; he hides it again, goes off happy, sells 
everything he owns and buys the field. ‘Again, the 
kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine 
pearls; when he finds one of great value he goes and 
sells everything he owns and buys it. ‘Again, the 
kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea 
that brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full, the 
fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they 
collect the good ones in a basket and throw away 
those that are no use. This is how it will be at the end 
of time: the angels will appear and separate the wicked 
from the just to throw them into the blazing furnace 
where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. 
‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ And 
he said to them, ‘Well then, every scribe who becomes 
a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a 
householder who brings out from his storeroom things 
both new and old.’ 
 

 
 
Prayer to our Guardian Angel, for when we cannot 
attend Holy Mass: O holy Angel at my side, go to 
Church for me, kneel in my place, at Holy Mass, where 
I desire to be. At Offertory, in my stead, take all I am 
and own, and place it as a sacrifice upon the Altar 
Throne. At Holy Consecration’s bell, adore with 
Seraph’s love, my Jesus hidden in the Host, come 
down from Heaven above. Then pray for those I dearly 
love, and those who cause me grief, that Jesus’ Blood 
may cleanse all hearts, and suffering souls relieve. 
And when the priest Communion takes, oh, bring my 
Lord to me, that His sweet Heart may rest on mine, and 
I His temple be. Pray that this Sacrifice Divine, may 
mankind’s sins efface; then bring me Jesus’ blessing 
home, the pledge of every grace. Amen. 
 
An Act of Contrition: My God, I am sorry for my sins 
with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing 
to do good, I have sinned against you whom I should 
love above all things.  I firmly intend, with your help, to 
do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever 
leads me to sin.  Our Saviour Jesus Christ suffered 
and died for us. In his name, my God, have mercy. 
 
A prayer to St Roch, a saint invoked in times of 
plague and pestilence: O most merciful God, who 
through an angel, promised St Roch that all who 
invoked his name will be preserved from pestilent and 
contagious diseases. Grant that through his 
intercession we may be preserved from all dangers 
both of soul and body. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion: My Jesus, I believe 
that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I 
love You above all things, and I desire to receive You 
into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive 
You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 
separated from You. Amen. 
 
A Prayer of St Ignatius of Loyola 
Teach us, good Lord, to serve you as you deserve; to 
give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed 
the wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labour 
and not to ask for any reward, save that of knowing 
that we do your will. 
 
A Night Prayer by St Alphonsus de’Ligouri 
Jesus Christ, my God, I adore you and I thank you for 
the many favours you have bestowed on me this day. 
I offer you my sleep and all the moments of this night, 
and I pray that you preserve me from sin. Therefore, I 
place myself in your most sacred side, and under the 
mantle of our Blessed Lady, my Mother. May the holy 
Angels assist me and keep me in peace, and may your 

blessing be upon me. Amen. 
 
 
 


